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PROLOGUE

T his book is an indicative compilation of preambles to constitutions of important countries

of the world. The ‘Preamble’ to any constitution not only reflects the spirit and philosophy of the
constitution but also serves as the guide for the relationship between the ‘Government’ and its
citizens. Each chapter gives a brief introductory statement that sets out the guiding purpose and
principles of the document, and it indicates the source from which the document derives its
authority, meaning, the people. The main objective of producing this book has been to present a
panoramicview for the serious democracy watchers and practitioners, bringing in focus the intent
and nature of constitutions of various countries. An interesting fact is that more than half the
constitutions currently in force were compiled, debated, and passed after the year 1990, and a
third after the year 2000. Consequently, about 75% of these documents of immense national
significance are based on experiences of the World War |l and the aftermath of collapse of the
USSR and major strategic reshuffle in much of Europe. There are only selected constitutions with
their preambles, which are continuously in force for more than 50 years — India’s (Bharat)
constitution boasts ofthat vintage.

The preamble of the constitution for each country establishes a strong and continued connection
betweenits people and the lawmakers. It acts as a lighthouse for the state, its institutions, and its
citizens. It is an overview of the supreme law of the land and the vision for the country and its
people, expressing intentions and objectives of the framers of the constitution for the society and
humanity at large. This compilation of preambles is an effort in the direction of comprehending
the purposes of existence of these countries and their missions for the humanity. In an over
connected and interdependent world of today, these preambles act as windows of wisdom of
people of different countries.

We sincerely hope that the Legislators, who are also the law makers, will find this compilation of
preambles useful in their legislative pursuits.

JaiHind!

Rahul V Karad
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nthe name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful

Praise be to Allah, the Cherisher and Sustainer of Worlds; and Praise and Peace be upon
Mohammad, His Last Messenger and his disciples and followers

We the people of Afghanistan:

Believing firmly in Almighty God, relying on His divine will and adhering to the Holy religion of
Islam;

Realizing the previous injustices, miseries and innumerable disasters which have befallen our
country;

Appreciating the sacrifices, historical struggles, jihad and just resistance of all the peoples of
Afghanistan, admiring the supreme position of the martyrs of the country's freedom;

Comprehending that a united, indivisible Afghanistan belongsto all its tribes and peoples;
Observing the United Nations Charter as well as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights;
Andinorderto:

Strengthen national unity, safeguard independence, national sovereignty and territorial integrity
ofthe country;

Establish an order based on the peoples' will and democracy;

Form a civil society void of oppression, atrocity, discrimination as well as violence, based on rule of
law, social justice, protecting integrity and human rights, and attaining peoples' freedoms and
fundamental rights;

Strengthen political, social, economic as well as defence institutions;
Attain a prosperous life and sound living environment for allinhabitants of this land;
And, eventually, regain Afghanistan's appropriate place inthe international family;

Have, herein, approved this constitution in accordance with the historical, cultural and social
realities as well as requirements of time through our elected representatives in the Loya lirga,
dated January 3, 2004, held in the city of Kabul.




Republic of Albania

i ‘ e, the people of Albania, proud and aware of our history, with responsibility for the

future, and with faith in God and/or other universal values, with determination to build a state of
law, social and democratic, to guarantee the fundamental human rights and freedoms, with a
spirit of religious coexistence and tolerance, with a pledge to protect human dignity and
personhood, as well as for the prosperity of the whole nation, for peace, well-being, culture and
social solidarity, with the centuries-old aspiration of the Albanian people for national identity and
unity, with a deep conviction that justice, peace, harmony and cooperation between nations are
amongthe highest values of humanity, WE ESTABLISH THIS CONSTITUTION




A———————

People’'s Democratic Republic of Algeria

T he Algerian people are a free people; and they are resolved to remain so.

Stretching back over thousands of years, their history is marked by a progression of exertion and
struggle that has turned Algeria into an everlasting seedbed of freedom and a land of glory and
dignity.

Ever since the Numidian era and the Islamic Conguest, and up until the wars of liberation against
colonialism, Algeria has always known at the epic moments witnessed in the Mediterranean basin
how to find amongst her children pioneers of freedom, unity and progress, as well as builders of
prosperous democratic states throughout the epochs of grandeurand peace.

The 1st November 1954 was a turning point in determining her future and a tremendous crowning
of a ferocious resistance during which she withstood the diverse onslaughts on her culture and
values, as well as the fundamental constituents of her identity, namely Islam, Arabism and
Amazighism that the State has been relentlessly endeavouring to promote and develop each one
ofthem; the roots of her current exertion in the various domains stretch back to the glorious past
of her Nation.

The Algerian people rallied round the national movement and subsequently the National
Liberation Front, and made the ultimate sacrifice in order to assume their collective destiny under
the banner of their recovered freedom and national cultural identity and to build their authentic
people's constitutional institutions.

Under the leadership of the National Liberation Front and the National Liberation Army, the
Algerian people crowned what their preeminent children made in terms of ultimate sacrifices
during the people's war of liberation with independence, and built a modern and fully sovereign
state.

The Algerian people were determined to achieve a host of momentous victories marked by the
reclaiming of national riches and the making of a state devoted exclusively to serving the masses,
thus strengthening the legitimacy of the state that exercises its powers in the service of national
independence and free of anyforeign pressure.,

The Algerian people's resistance to violent attempts that threaten the unity and stability of the
state has strengthened their adherence to the values of tolerance and peace. They decided,
thanks to their unwavering belief and adherence to their unity, and in full sovereignty, to
implement the Peace and National Reconciliation policy, which has vielded fruit that they are
determinedto preserve.

The Algerian people shall be determined to keep Algeria immune from Fitna, violence and all
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forms of extremism, including hate speech and all forms of discrimination, by establishing their spiritual
and civilisational values which call for dialogue, reconciliation and fraternity within the framework of
respect for the Constitution and the laws of the Republic.

The Algerian people express their eagerness to translate their aspirations in this Constitution to
profound social transformations to build a new Algeria, which have been expressed peacefully since the
launch of the popular movement on 22 February 2019, in full unity with its People's National Army.

The Algerian people have always been struggling for freedom and democracy and they are resolved to
uphold their national sovereignty and independence. With this Constitution, they are determined to
establish a host of institutions based on the participation of every single Algerian man and woman in
conducting public affairs and the capacity to achieve social justice, equality and freedom for everyone
within the framework of a democratic and republican state. The Constitution aspires to be the
appropriate framework for strengthening national ties and guaranteeing democratic freedoms for
citizens.

Algeria expresses its commitment to work to prevent and combat corruption as enshrined in the African
Union Convention on Preventing and Combating Corruption of 11 July 2003, the United Nations
Convention against Corruption of 31 October 2003, and the Arab Convention to Fight Corruption of 21
December 2010.

By approving this Constitution, which is the manifestation of their proper genius, the reflection of their
aspirations, the fruit of their determination and the outcome of the profound social mutations they have
occasioned, the Algerian people shall substantiate with full appreciation and resoluteness more than
ever before the ascendancy of the law.

The Constitution stands above all; it shall be the fundamental law safeguarding the individual and
collective rights and freedoms. It shall protect the principle of the people's freedom of choice, lend
legitimacy to the exercise of powers and consecrate the democratic alternation of power through free
and fair elections.

The Constitution shall ensure the separation and balance of powers, the independence of the judiciary,
legal protections, oversight of the work of public authorities, and legal security.

The Algerian people express their complete commitment to human rights as specified in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights of 10 December 1948, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (both issued on 16 December
1966), the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights of 27 June 1981, and the Arab Charter on
Human Rights of 23 May 2004.

The Algerian people shall remain committed to their choices in order to restrain class differences and
abolish all aspects of regional disparities. They shall work towards building a productive and competitive
economy within the framework of sustainable development and environmental protection.

The people remain concerned with environmental degradation and the negative effects of climate
change, and they are eager to ensure protection of the natural environment and the rational use of
natural resourcesin order to preserve them for future generations.

In recognition of the enormous energy they represent, the participation of the youth of Algeria— with
their aspirations and determination to rise to the political, economic, social, and cultural challenges—is
necessary to build all this and to protect the interests of future generations and guarantee a guality
education for them by the familyand the school.

The People's National Army, successor of the National Liberation Army, shall assume its constitutional
duties with utmost commitment and valiant preparedness to sacrifice whenever national duty demands.
The Algerian people are proud of their National Army and grateful for all the efforts it has exhausted to
protect the country from any foreign threat and for its quintessential role in protecting the citizens,
institutions and properties from the plague ofterrorism; those efforts have contributed to strengthening
the nationalistic bond and consecrating the spirit of solidarity between the people and their army.




The State shall attend to the professionalism of the People's National Army and to its modernisation in
the manner that enables it to acquire the requisite capabilities to preserve national independence,
defend Algeria's national sovereignty, her unity and territorial integrity and protect her land, sea and air
boundaries.

Armed with their deeply-ingrained spiritual values and loyal to their traditions of solidarity and justice,
the people are confident in their ability to contribute effectively to the cultural, social and economic
progress inthe world of today and tomorrow.

Algeria, land of Islam, an integral part of the Great Arab Maghreb and an Arab, Mediterranean and
African country is proud of her radiant Revolution of November 1 and is honoured by the respect she has
gained and known how to preserve owing toits commitment to all the just causes of the world.

Committed to peace, human rights, and growth, Algeria's foreign policy is directed toward strengthening
its presence and influence on the international scene through partnerships based upon mutual interests
that are totally concordant with Algeria's political, economic, social and cultural national choices, with
full respect forthe goals and organizing principles of the UN, the African Union, and the Arab League.

The pride of the Algerian people, their sacrifices, sense of responsibility and inveterate adherence to
freedom and social justice reflect the optimum guarantees of their respect for the principles of this
Constitution which they shall adopt and bequeath to the future generations, the successors of the
pioneers of freedom and the founders of the free society.

This preamble shall be part and parcel of this Constitution.




The Andorran People, with full liberty and independence, and in the exercise of their own

sovereignty, Conscious of the need to conform the institutional structure of Andorra to the new
circumstances brought about by the evolution of the geographical, historical and sociocultural
environment in which it is situated, as well as of the need to regulate the relations which the
institutions dating back to the Pareatges. shall have within this new legal framework, Resolved of
the need to be endowed with all the mechanisms leading to juridical security in the exercise of the
fundamental rights of the individual, which, although always present and respected in the nature
of Andorran society, have not received the protection of any kind of general laws, Eager to use
every endeavour to promote values such as liberty, justice, democracy and social progress, and to
keep and strengthen the harmonious relations of Andorra with the rest of the world, and
especially with the neighbouring countries, on the basis of mutual respect, co-existence and
peace, Willing to bring their collaboration and effort to all the common causes of mankind, and
especially to those of preserving the integrity of the Earth and guaranteeing an environment fit for
life for the coming generations, Desiring that the motto "virtus, unita, fortior", which has presided
over the peaceful journey of Andorra over its more than seven hundred years of history, may
continue to be a completely valid principle and may always guide the conduct of Andorrans,
Approve the present Constitution, in the exercise of their sovereignty.

M LOMON
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Republic of Angola

e

e, the people of Angola, through its lawful representatives, the legislators of the

nation, freely elected in the parliamentary elections of September 2008;

Aware that these elections are part of the long tradition of the struggle of the Angolan people to
achieve their citizenship and independence, proclaimed on 11 November 1975, the date on which
the first Constitutional Law in the history of Angola came into force, and courageously preserved
through collective sacrifice in the defence of national sovereignty and the territorial integrity of
the country;

Having received, by the said popular vote and under the provision contained in Article 158 of the
Constitutional Law of 1992, the noble and irrefusable mandate to proceed with the drawing up
and approval of the Constitution of the Republic of Angola;

Conscious of the immense importance and great value invested in the creation and adoption of
the first and fundamental law of the state and of Angolan society;

Noting that the Constitution of the Republic of Angola is linked to, and a direct part of, thelong and
enduring struggle of the Angolan people, first to resist colonial occupation, then to achieve the
independence and the dignity of a sovereign state, and later to build a democratic state based on
the rule of law and a just societyin Angola;

Invoking the memory of our ancestors and calling upon the wisdom of the lessons of our shared
history, our centuries-old roots and the cultures that have enriched our unity;

Inspired by the best lessons in African tradition - the essence of Angolan culture and identity;

Armed with a culture of tolerance and profoundly committed to reconciliation, eguality, justice
and development;

Having decided to build a society based on equal opportunities, commitment, fraternity and unity
in diversity;

Determined to build together a just and progressive society that respects life, equality, diversity
and human dignity;

Remembering that the present Constitution represents the culmination of the constitutional
transition initiated in 1991, following the passing of Law no. 12/91 by the Assembly of the People,
enshrining multi-party democracy, guarantees of the fundamental rights and freedoms of citizens
and a market economy, changes extended later by Constitutional Revision Law no 23/92;




Reaffirming our commitment to the values and fundamental principles of the independence,
sovereignty and the unity of a democratic state based on the rule of law, pluralism of political
expression and organisation, the separation and balance between the powers of bodies that
exercise sovereign power, the market economy and respect and guarantees for fundamental
human rights and freedoms, which constitute the essential pillars supporting and structuring this
Constitution;

Aware that a Constitution such as this, due to its shared values, principles and norms, is an
important factor in national unity and a powerful driving force for the development of the state
and society;

Solemnly striving to strictly fulfil and respect this Constitution and hoping that this may serve as a
model forthe behaviour of citizens, political forces and the whole of Angolan society;

Invoking and paying homage to the memory of all our heroes and each and every Angola man and
woman who lost their lives in the defence of the fatherland;

Faithful to the deepest wishes of the Angolan people for stability, dignity, liberty, development
and the building of a modern, prosperous, inclusive, democraticand just country;

Committed to providing a legacy for future generations and to the exercise of our sovereignty;

We hereby pass this Constitution as the Supreme and Fundamental Law of the Republic of Angola.
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Antigua & Barbuda

HEREAS the People of Antigua and Barbuda

Proclaim that they are a sovereign nation founded upon principles that acknowledge the
supremacy of God, the dignity and worth of the human person, the entitlement of all persons to
the fundamental rights and freedoms of the individual, the position of the family in a society of
free men and women and free institutions:

respect the principles of social justice and, therefore, believe that the operation of their economic
system should result in the material resources of their community being so distributed as to serve
the common good, that there should be adequate means of livelihood for all, that labour should
not be exploited or forced by economic necessity to operate in inhumane conditions but that
there should be opportunity for advancement on the basis of recognition of merit, ability and
integrity;

assert their conviction that their happiness and prosperity can best be pursued in a democratic
society in which all persons may, to the extent of their capacity, play some partin the national life;

recognize that the law symbolises the public conscience, that every citizen owes to it an undivided
allegiance not to be limited by any private views of justice or expediency and that the State is
subjecttothelaw;

desire to establish a framework of supreme law within which to guarantee their inalienable
human rights and freedoms, among them, the rights to liberty, property, security and legal redress
of grievances, as well as freedom of speech, of the press and of assembly, subject only to the public
interest:
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Republic of Argentina
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e, the representatives of the people of the Argentine Nation, assembled in General

Constituent Congress by the will and election of the provinces which compose it, in fulfillment of
pre-existing pacts, with the object of constituting the national union, ensuring justice, preserving
domestic peace, providing for the common defense, promoting the general welfare, and securing
the blessings of liberty to ourselves, to our posterity, and to all menin the world who wish to dwell
on Argentine soil: invoking the protection of God, source of all reason and justice, do ordain,
decree and establish this Constitution forthe Argentine Nation.

HO8 HORER




Republic of Armenia

The Armenian People, accepting as a basis the fundamental principles of Armenian

statehood and pan-national aspirations enshrined in the Declaration on the Independence of
Armenia, having fulfilled the sacred behest of its freedom-loving ancestors to restore the
sovereign state, dedicated to the strengthening and prosperity of the fatherland, with the aim of
ensuring the freedom, general well-being, and civic solidarity of the generations, and affirming its
commitment to universalvalues, adopts the Constitution of the Republic of Armenia.




An Act to constitute the Commonwealth of Australia

WHEREAS the people of New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, Queensland, and Tasmania,
humbly relying on the blessing of Almighty God, have agreed to unite in one indissoluble Federal
Commonwealth under the Crown of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and under
the Constitution hereby established:

And whereas it is expedient to provide for the admission into the Commonwealth of other
Australasian Colonies and possessions of the Queen:

Beit therefore enacted by the Queen's most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent
of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by
the authority of the same, as follows
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Republic of Azerbaijan

The Azerbaijan people, continuing the traditions of many centuries of their Statehood,

guided by the principles which are reflected in the Constitutional Act on the State Independence
of the Republic of Azerbaijan, wishing to provide welfare for all and everyone, and to establish
justice, freedom, security, and being aware of their responsibility before past, present, and future
generations, exercise their sovereign right by solemnly declaring the following goals:

to protect the independence, sovereignty and the territorial integrity of the Republic of
Azerbaijan;

to guarantee the democratic system within the framework of the Constitution;
to achieve the realization of a civil society;

to establish a law-governed, secular state which assures the supremacy of the law as an expression
of the will of the people;

toassure to all a decent level of life in accordance with a just economicand social order;

to live under conditions of friendship, peace and safety with other peoples, maintaining a
commitment to general human values and to implement a mutually beneficial cooperation for
these purposes.

For the sake of the above stated high intentions, this Constitution shall be adopted through a
nationwide referendum.

PN O Y




Commonwealth of The Bahamas

hereas Four hundred and eighty-one years ago the rediscovery of this Family of Islands,

Rocks and Cays heralded the rebirth of the New World;

And Whereas the People of this Family of Islands recognizing that the preservation of their
Freedom will be guaranteed by a national commitment to Self-discipline, Industry, Loyalty, Unity
and an abiding respect for Christian values and the Rule of Law;

Now Know Ye Therefore:

We the Inheritors of and Successors to this Family of Islands, recognizing the Supremacy of God
and believing in the Fundamental Rights and Freedoms of the Individual, Do Hereby Proclaim in
Solemn Praise the Establishment of a Free and Democratic Sovereign Nation founded on Spiritual
Values and in which no Man, Woman or Child shall ever be Slave or Bondsman to anyone or their
Labour exploited or their Lives frustrated by deprivation, and do Hereby Provide by these Articles
for the indivisible Unity and Creation under God of the Commonwealth of The Bahamas.
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Kingdom of Bahrain

n the name of God on high, and with His Blessing, and with His help, we Hamad bin Isa Al

Khalifa, Sovereign of the Kingdom of Bahrain, in line with our determination, certainty, faith, and
awareness of our national, pan-Arab and international Responsibilities; and in acknowledgment
of our obligations to God, our obligations to the homeland and the citizens, and our commitment
to fundamental principles and our responsibility to Mankind.

And in implementation of the popular will expressed in the principles enshrined in the National
Action Charter; pursuant to the authority entrusted to us by our great people to amend the
Constitution; out of our desire to complete the requirements of the democratic system of
government for our beloved nation; striving for a better future in which the homeland and the
citizen will enjoy greater welfare, progress, development, stability and prosperity through earnest
and constructive cooperation between government and citizens which will remove the obstacles
to progress; and out of a conviction that the future and working for the future is what all of us seek
inthe coming state; and in view of our belief that such an objective requires the exertion of efforts;
and in order to complete the march, we have amended the existing Constitution.

This amendment has taken account of all the lofty values and the great human principles
enshrined in the National Action Charter. These values and principles confirm that the people of
Bahrain surge ahead in their triumphant march towards a bright future, God willing, a future in
which the efforts of all parties and individuals unite, and the authorities in their new garb devote
themselves to achieve the hopes and aspirations under his tolerant rule, declaring their
adherence to Islam as a faith, a code of laws and a way of life, with their affiliation to the great Arab
nation, and their association with the Gulf Cooperation Council now and in the future, and their
striving for everything that will achieve justice, good and peace for the whole of Mankind.

The amendments to the Constitution proceed from the premise that the noble people of Bahrain
believe that Islam brings salvation in this world and the next, and that Islam means neither
inertness nor fanaticism but explicitly states that wisdom is the goal of the believer wherever he
finds it he should take it, and that the Qur'an has been remiss in nothing.

In order to achieve this goal, it is essential that we listen and look to the whole of the human
heritage in both East and West, adopting that which we consider to be beneficial and suitable and
consistent with our religion, values and traditions and is appropriate to our circumstances, in the
conviction that social and human systems are not inflexible tools and instruments which can be
moved unchanged from place to place, but are messages conveyed to the mind, spirit and
conscience of man and areinfluenced by his reactions and their circumstances of his society.




Thus these constitutional amendments are representative of the advanced cultural thought of our
beloved nation. They base our political system on a constitutional monarchy founded on counsel
[shura], which in Islam is the highest model for governance, and on the people’s participation in
the exercise of power, which is the foundation of modern political thought. The Ruler, with his
perspicacity, chooses certain experienced people to constitute the Consultative Council {Majlis al-
Shura), and the aware, free and loyal people choose through elections those who make up the
Chamber of Deputies (Majlis al-Nuwwab), and thus the two chambers together achieve the
popular will represented by the National Assembly (Al-Majlis al-Watani).

These constitutional amendments undoubtedly reflect the joint will of the King and the people,
and achieve for everyone the lofty ideals and the great humanitarian principles contained in the
Naticnal Action Charter, and ensure that the people will advance to the high position for which
their ability and preparedness qualify them, and which accords with the greatness of their history,
and allows them to occupy their appropriate place among the civilized nations of the world.

This Constitution that we have promulgated contains the amendments that have carried out in
accordance with the provisions of the National Action Charter and that complement all the
unamended texts.

We have attached an explanation memorandum which will be used to explain its judgment.




e, the people of Bangladesh, having proclaimed our independence on the 26th day of

March, 1971 and through a historic struggle for national liberation, established the independent,
sovereign People's Republic of Bangladesh;

Pledging that the high ideals of nationalism, socialism, democracy and secularism, which inspired
our heroic people to dedicate themselves to, and our brave martyrs to sacrifice their lives in, the
national liberation struggle, shall be the fundamental principles of the Constitution;

Further pledging that it shall be a fundamental aim of the State to realise through the democratic
process to socialist society, free from exploitation-a society in which the rule of law, fundamental
human rights and freedom, equality and justice, political, economic and social, will be secured for
allcitizens:

Affirming that it is our sacred duty to safeguard, protect and defend this Constitution and to
maintainits supremacy as the embodiment of the will of the people of Bangladesh so that we may
prosper in freedom and may make our full contribution towards international peace and
cooperation in keeping with the progressive aspirations of mankind;

In our Constituent Assembly, this eighteenth day of Kartick, 1379 B.S corresponding to the fourth
day of November, 1972 A.D., do hereby adopt, enact and give to ourselves this Constitution.




hereas the love of free institutions and of independence has always strongly
characterised theinhabitants of Barbados:
And Whereas the Governor and the said inhabitants settled a Parliamentin the year 1639:

And Whereas as early as 18th February, 1651 those inhabitants, in their determination to
safeguard the freedom, safety and well-being of the Island, declared, through their Governor,
Lords of the Council and members of the Assembly, their independence of the Commonwealth of
England:

And Whereas the rights and privileges of the said inhabitants were confirmed by articles of
agreement, commonly known as the Charter of Barbados, had, made and concluded on 11th
January, 1652 by and between the Commissioners of the Right Honourable the Lord Willoughby of
Parham, Governor, of the one part, and the Commissioners on behalf of the Commonwealth of
England, of the other part, in order to the rendition to the Commonwealth of England of the said
Island of Barbados:

And Whereas with the broadening down of freedom the people of Barbados have ever since then
not only successfully resisted any attempt to impugn or diminish those rights and privileges so
confirmed, but have consistently enlarged and extended them:

Now, therefore, the people of Barbados

proclaim that they are a sovereign nation founded upon principles that acknowledge the
supremacy of God, the dignity of the human person, their unshakeable faith in fundamental
human rights and freedoms and the position of the family in a society of free men and free
institutions;

affirm their belief that men and institutions remain free only when freedom is founded upon

respect for moral and spiritual values and the rule of law;

declare their intention to establish and maintain a society in which all persons may, to the full
extent of their capacity, play a due partin the institutions of the national life;

resolve that the operation of the economic system shall promote the general welfare by the
equitable distribution of the material resources of the community, by the human conditions under
which all men shall labour and by the undeviating recognition of ability, integrity and merit;

desire that the following provisions shall have effect as the Constitution of Barbados—




‘ i e, the People of the Republic of Belarus, {of Belarus), proceeding from the

responsibility for the present and future of Belarus, recognising ourselves as a full- fledged subject
ofthe international community and confirming our adherence tovalues

common to all mankind, founding ourselves on our inalienable right to self determination,
supported by the centuries-long history of development of Belarusian

statehood, striving to assert the rights and freedoms of every citizen of the Republic of Belarus,
desiring to maintain civic concord, firm foundations of government by the people and a state
based onthe rule of law, adopt hereby this Constitution - the Fundamental Law of the Republic of
Belarus.




HEREASthe people of Belize-

affirm that the Nation of Belize shall be founded upon principles which acknowledge the supremacy of
God, faith in human rights and fundamental freedoms, the position of the family in a society of free men
and free institutions, the dignity of the human person and the equal and inalienable rights with which all
members of the human family are endowed by their Creator;

respect the principles of social justice and therefore believe that the operation of the economic system
must result in the material resources of the community being so distributed as to subserve the common
good, that there should be adequate means of livelihood for all, that labour should not be exploited or
forced by economic necessity to operate in inhumane conditions but that there should be opportunity
for advancement on the basis of recognition of merit, ability and integrity, that equal protection should
be given to children regardless of their social status, and that a just system should be ensured to provide
foreducation and health on the basis of equality;

believe that the will of the people shall form the basis of government in a democratic society in which the
government is freely elected by universal adult suffrage and in which all persons may, to the extent of
their capacity, play some part in the institutions of national life and thus develop and maintain due
respect for lawfully constituted authority;

recognise that men and institutions remain free only when freedom is founded upon respect for moral
and spiritual values and upon the rule of law;

require policies of state which protect and safeguard the unity, freedom, sovereignty and territorial
integrity of Belize; which eliminate economic and social privilege and disparity among the citizens of
Belize whether by race, ethnicity, colour, creed, disability or sex; which ensures gender equality; which
protect the rights of the individual to life, liberty, basic education, basic health, the right to vote in
elections, the right to work and the pursuit of happiness; which protect the identity, dignity and social
and cultural values of Belizeans, including Belize's indigenous peoples; which preserve the right of the
individual to the ownership of private property and the right to operate private businesses; which
prohibit the exploitation of man by man or by the state; which ensure a just system of social security and
welfare; which protect the environment; which promote international peace, security and co-operation
among nations, the establishment of a just and equitable international economic and social order in the
world with respect for international law and treaty obligationsin the dealings among nations;

desire that their society shall reflect and enjoy the above mentioned principles, beliefs and needs and
that their Constitution should therefore enshrine and make provisions for ensuring the achievement of
the samein Belize;

NOW, THEREFORE, the following provisions shall have effect as the Constitution of Belize:




Republic of Benin

Dahomey, proclaimed a Republic on December 4, 1958, acceded to international

sovereignty August 1, 1960. Having become the People's Republic of Bénin on November 30,
1975, and then the Republic of Bénin on March 1, 1990, it has known a turbulent constitutional
and political evolution since its accession to independence. Only the option in favor of the
Republichas remained permanent.

The successive changes of political regimes and of governments have not blunted the
determination of the Béninese people to search for, in their own spirit, the cultural, philosophical
and spiritual values of civilization which sustain the forms of their patriotism.

Thus, the National Conference of Active Forces of the Nation, held in Cotonou from February 19 to
28, 1990, in giving back confidence to the people, has permitted the national reconciliation and
the advent of an era of democratic revival.

Onthe day after this Conference,
WE, THE BENINESE PEOPLE

Reaffirm our fundamental opposition to any political regime founded on arbitrariness,
dictatorship, injustice, corruption, misappropriation of public funds, regionalism, nepotism,
confiscation of power, and personal power; Express our firm will to defend and safeguard our
dignity in the eyes of the world and to find again the place and role as pioneer of democracy and of
the defense of human rights which were formerly ours; Solemnly affirm our determination by this
present Constitution to create a State of law and pluralistic democracy in which the fundamental
human rights, public liberties, the dignity of the human being, and justice shall be guaranteed,
protected and promoted as the condition necessary for the genuine harmonious development of
each Béninese in his temporal and cultural dimension as well as in his spiritual;
Reaffirm our attachment to the principles of democracy and human rights as they have been
defined by the Charter of the United Nations of 1945 and the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights of 1948, by the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights adopted in 1981 by the
Organization of African Unity and ratified by Bénin on January 20, 1986 and whose provisions
make up an integral part of this present Constitution and of Béninese law and have a value
superior to the internal law; Affirm our will to cooperate in peace and friendship with all peoples
who share our ideals of liberty, of justice, of human solidarity based on the principles of equality,
of reciprocal interest and of mutual respect for national sovereignty and for territorial integrity;
Proclaim our attachment to the cause of African unity and pledge ourselves to leave no stone
unturned in order to realize local and regional integration; Solemnly adopt the present
Constitution which shall be the Supreme Law of the State and to which we swear loyalty, fidelity
and respect.Dahomey, proclaimed a Republic on December 4, 1958, acceded to international
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sovereignty August 1, 1960. Having become the People's Republic of Bénin on November 30,
1975, and then the Republic of Bénin on March 1, 1990, it has known a turbulent constitutional
and political evolution since its accession to independence. Only the option in favor of the
Republichas remained permanent.

The successive changes of political regimes and of governments have not blunted the
determination of the Béninese people to search for, in their own spirit, the cultural, philosophical
and spiritual values of civilization which sustain the forms of their patriotism.

Thus, the National Conference of Active Forces of the Nation, held in Cotonou from February 19 to
28, 1990, in giving back confidence to the people, has permitted the national reconciliation and
the advent of an era of democraticrevival.

Onthe day after this Conference,

WE, THE BENINESE PEQPLE

Reaffirm our fundamental opposition to any political regime founded on arbitrariness,
dictatorship, injustice, corruption, misappropriation of public funds, regionalism, nepotism,
confiscation of power, and personal power; Express our firm will to defend and safeguard our
dignity in the eyes of the world and to find again the place and role as pioneer of democracy and of
the defense of human rights which were formerly ours; Solemnly affirm our determination by this
present Constitution to create a State of law and pluralistic democracy in which the fundamental
human rights, public liberties, the dignity of the human being, and justice shall be guaranteed,
protected and promoted as the condition necessary for the genuine harmonious development of
each Béninese in his temporal and cultural dimension as well as in his spiritual;
Reaffirm our attachment to the principles of democracy and human rights as they have been
defined by the Charter of the United Nations of 1945 and the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights of 1948, by the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights adopted in 1981 by the
Organization of African Unity and ratified by Bénin on January 20, 1986 and whose provisions
make up an integral part of this present Constitution and of Béninese law and have a value
superior to the internal law; Affirm our will to cooperate in peace and friendship with all peoples
who share our ideals of liberty, of justice, of human solidarity based on the principles of equality,
of reciprocal interest and of mutual respect for national sovereignty and for territorial integrity;
Proclaim our attachment to the cause of African unity and pledge ourselves to leave no stone
unturned in order to realize local and regional integration; Solemnly adopt the present
Constitution which shall be the Supreme Law of the State and to which we swear loyalty, fidelity
and respect.




‘ i E, the people of Bhutan:

BLESSED by the Triple Gem, the protection of our guardian deities, the wisdom of our leaders, the
everlasting fortunes of the Pelden Drukpa and the guidance of His Majesty the Druk Gyalpo Jigme
Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck;

SOLEMNLY pledging ourselves to strengthen the sovereignty of Bhutan, to secure the blessings of
liberty, to ensure justice and tranquility and to enhance the unity, happiness and well-being of the
peopleforalltime;

DO HEREBY ordain and adopt this Constitution for the Kingdom of Bhutan on the Fifteenth Day of

the Fifth Month of the Male Earth Rat Year corresponding to the Eighteenth Day of July, Two
Thousand and Eight.




T he Party for the Independence of Guinea and Cape Verde (PAIGC), founded on September

19th, 1956, has accomplished in an exemplary manner its Minimum Plan [Programa Minimo],
which consisted in the liberation of the people of Guinea and Cape Verde, winning the sovereignty
of the respective States and, at the same time, launching the foundations for the construction of a
free, democratic and socially just nationin each country.

After independence, the Party garnered sympathy, respect and admiration, in both national and
international spheres, for the way in which it has conducted the destiny of the Guinean Nation,
notably through the creation and institutional development of the State apparatus.

With the Movimento Reajustador of November 14th, the Party has reoriented its actions,
correcting the mistakes that were hindering the edification of a united, strong and democratic
society.

By adopting the current Constitution, which follows faithfully the thread of institutional evolution
that has always reflected the ideas and choices of our people - a policy reaffirmed by the profound
transformation being brought about in our society by legality, by right and by the enjoyment of
fundamental liberties - the National Popular Assembly of the Republic of Guinea-Bissau reveals
that everything it articulates is imbued with the humanism that has always inspired us and that is
reflected in our rights and liberties as herein guaranteed to the citizens, as an irreversible victory
for our people.

The Popular National Assembly congratulates the PAIGC for the vanguard role it has always
performed in conducting the fates of the Guinea nation, and congratulates itself for the
courageous and timely decision that the Party of Amilcar Cabral took by overcoming the challenge
of democratic opening, towards the construction of a plural, just and free society.

The decision of the PAIGC follows in accordance with its historic tradition of acting at every
moment as the repository for the deepest aspirations of our people.




Plurinational State of Bolivia

In ancient times mountains arose, rivers moved, and lakes were formed. Qur Amazonia, our

swamps, our highlands, and our plains and valleys were covered with greenery and flowers. We
populated this sacred Mother Earth with different faces, and since that time we have understood
the plurality that exists in all things and in our diversity as human beings and cultures. Thus, our
peoples were formed, and we never knew racism until we were subjected to it during the terrible
times of colonialism.

We, the Bolivian people, of plural composition, from the depths of history, inspired by the
struggles of the past, by the anti-colonial indigenous uprising, and in independence, by the
popular struggles of liberation, by the indigenous, social and labor marches, by the water and
October wars, by the struggles for land and territory, construct a new State in memory of our
martyrs.

A State based on respect and equality for all, on principles of sovereignty, dignity,
interdependence, solidarity, harmony, and equity in the distribution and redistribution of the
social wealth, where the search for a good life predominates; based on respect for the economic,
social, juridical, political and cultural pluralism of the inhabitants of this land; and on collective
coexistence with access to water, work, education, health and housing for all.

We have left the colonial, republican and neo-liberal State in the past. We take on the historic
challenge of collectively constructing a Unified Social State of Pluri-National Communitarian law,
which includes and articulates the goal of advancing toward a democratic, productive, peace-
loving and peaceful Bolivia, committed to the full development and free determination of the
peoples.

We women and men, through the Constituent Assembly {Asamblea Constituyente) and with
power originating from the people, demonstrate our commitment to the unity and integrity of the
country.

We found Bolivia anew, fulfilling the mandate of our people, with the strength of our Pachamama
and with gratefulness to God.

Honor and glory to the martyrs of the heroic constituent and liberating effort, who have made this
new history possible.




Based on respect for human dignity, liberty, and equality, Dedicated to peace, justice,

tolerance, and reconciliation, Convinced that democratic governmental institutions and fair
procedures best produce peaceful relations within a pluralist society, Desiring to promote the
general welfare and economic growth through the protection of private property and the
promotion of a market economy, Guided by the Purposes and Principles of the Charter of the
United Nations, Committed to the sovereignty, territorial integrity, and political independence of
Bosnia and Herzegovina in accordance with international law, Determined to ensure full respect
for international humanitarian law, Inspired by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the
International Covenants on Civil and Political Rights and on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,
and the Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and
Linguistic Minorities, as well as other human rights instruments, Recalling the Basic Principles
agreed in Geneva on September &, 1995, and in New York on September 26, 1995, Bosniacs,
Croats, and Serbs, as constituent peoples (along with Others), and citizens of Bosnia and
Herzegovina hereby determine that the Constitution of Bosnia and Herzegovina is as follows:




‘ i e, the representatives of the Brazilian People, assembled in the National Constituent

Assembly to institute a Democratic State for the purpose of ensuring the exercise of social and
individual rights, liberty, security, well being, development, equality and justice as supreme values
of a fraternal. pluralist and unprejudiced society, based on social harmony and committed, in the
internal and international spheres, to the peaceful solution of disputes, promulgate, under the
protection of God, this Constitution of the Federative Republic of Brazil.




Republic of Bulgaria

‘ i e, the Members of the Seventh Grand National Assembly, guided by our desire to

express the will of the people of Bulgaria, by pledging our loyalty to the universal human values of
liberty, peace, humanism, equality, justice and tolerance; by holding as the highest principle the
rights, dignity and security of the individual; in awareness of our irrevocable duty to guard the
national and state integrity of Bulgaria, hereby proclaim our resolve to create a democratic and
social state, governed by the rule of law, by establishing this Constitution.




Burkina Faso

‘ ‘ e, the Sovereign People of Burkina Faso:

CONSCIOUS of our responsibilities and of our duties before history and before humanity;
STRENGTHENED by the democracies [we have] acquired; COMMITTED to preserve those acquired
and animated by a will to construct a State of law guaranteeing the exercise of collective and
individual rights, liberty, dignity, security, well-being, development, equality and justice as the
fundamental values of a pluralist society of progress and free from all prejudice;
REAFFIRMING our commitment to the struggle against any form of domination as well as to the
democratic character of power; REAFFIRMING the republican character of the forces of defense
and of security; DETERMINED to promote integrity, probity, transparence, impartiality and the
obligation to render account as the republican and ethical values properto moralize the life of the
Nation; RECOGNIZING the customary and traditional leadership as [a] moral authority][,]
depository of the customs and of the traditions in our society; RECOGNIZING that the promotion
of gender is a factor for realization of the equality of law between men and women of Burkina
Faso; SEARCHING [for] the economic and political integration with the other peoples of Africa with
a view to the construction of a federative unity of Africa; SUBSCRIBING to the Universal
Declaration of the Rights of Man of 1948 and to the international instruments concerning
economic, political, social and cultural problems; REAFFIRMING solemnly our commitment vis-a-
vis the African Charter of the Rights of Man and of Peoples of 1981; CONSIDERING our attachment
to the democratic values and principles as inscribed in the African Charter of Democracy, of
Elections and of Governance of 30 January 2007 and in the Protocol A/SP1/12/01 of 21 December
2001 of ECOWAS [CEDE40, Communauté Economic des Etats de I'Afrique de I'Ouest] on
democracy and good governance; DESIROUS to promote peace, international cooperation, the
peaceful resolution of differences between States, with justice, equality, liberty and the
sovereignty of peoples; CONSCIOUS of the absolute necessity to protect the environment;

APPROVE and ADOPT this Constitution of which this preamble is made anintegral part.




‘ ‘ e,the People of Burundi:

Understanding ourresponsibilities before God:
Understanding our responsibilities and our duties to the past and to future generations;

Reaffirming our faith in the ideal of peace, of reconciliation, and of national unity in accordance with
the Arusha Accords for Peace and Reconciliation in Burundi of August 28, 2000 and the Ceasefire
Accords;

Affirming the commitment of Burundito the Treaty establishing the East African Community (EAC);

Reaffirming our larger resolution to defend national sovereignty and to secure the political and
economicindependence of our country and to conserve ourculture;

Considering the imperative necessity to ensure political stability, to promote the economic and social
development of our country and to ensure the safeguarding of our culture;

Consideringthe needto safeguard and to sustain a democratic pluralistic order and a State of law;

Proclaiming anew that every human being, without distinction of race, of religion or belief, possesses
sacred and inalienable rights;

Solemnly reaffirm our attachment to the respect of fundamental rights to the human person as
prescribed by international texts concerning the rights of man ratified by Burundi as well as the
fundamental principles recognized by the laws of the Republic;

Affirmingtheimportanceininternational relations ofthe right to manage themselves;

Considering that relations between people must be characterized by peace, friendship, and
cooperation conformingto the United Nations Charter of June 26, 1945;

Reaffirming our attachment to the cause of African unity conforming to the Constitutive Act of the
African Union of May 25, 2002;

Reaffirming our commitment to construct a political order and a system of Government inspired by
the realities of our country and founded on the values of justice, democracy, good governance,
pluralism, respect of liberties and of the fundamental rights of the individual, unity, solidarity, mutual
understanding, tolerance, and cooperation among the different ethnic groups of our society;

Deeply attached to constitutional legality and to democraticinstitutions;

Considering that democratic election is the sole means through which the people freely choose their
leaders;

Condemningall non-democratic forms of rising to power;

SOLEMNLY ADOPT THE PRESENT CONSTITUTION WHICH IS THE FUNDAMENTAL LAW OF THE
REPUBLIC OF BURUNDI
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Republic of Cabo Verde

he Proclamation of National Independence is one of the supreme moments in the History

of the Cape Verdian nation, resulting in the revitalization of our people, who have undergone the
same vicissitudes of fate but who share the persistent hope of creating in these islands proper
living conditions for all of our children. Independence has also allowed Cape Verde to become a
full nember of the international community.

However, the affirmation of an independent state was not accompanied by the establishment of a
regime characterized by pluralistic democracy, but rather the organization of political power was
subject tothe philosophy and principles of a single party.

The exercise of power in this framework has demonstrated, on a universal scale, the necessity of
introducing profound changes in the organization of the political and social life of these States.
New ideas assail the world, destroying structures and concepts which seemed solidly established,
completely changing the course of international political events.

In Cape Verde, political opening was announced in 1990, with the creation of the institutional
conditions required for the first presidential and legislative elections within the framework of
political competition.

Thus, on September 28, the National Popular Assembly approved Constitutional Law No. 2/111/90,
which, in revoking Article 4 of the Constitution and establishing the principle of pluralism, created
a newtype of political regime.

Conceived as a means to revitalize democratic elections and a transition towards a new model for
the organization of the political and social life of the country, it also established a different system
of government and another form of suffrage, in view of imminent elections for a new legislative
assembly.

It was in this context that the first legislative elections took place in January 1991, followed by
Presidential elections in February. The participation of the populaticn in these elections
demonstrated clearly the country's option in the direction of change of political regime.

However, the historical context in which, by means of a partial revision of the Constitution, parties
were recognized as the principal instruments for the formation of political will in government, has
led to a pluralistic democracy which continues to function under the rules and principles of the
previous regime.

Nevertheless, the political and social reality was that the country was in a process of rapid and
profound transformation, with the population and emerging political forces assuming the values
which characterize a Democratic State, values not yet mirrored in the Constitution




This Constitutional Law intends, then, to provide the country with a useful framework, in its text
and in its new model. The option in favor of a Constitution with the basic principles of a pluralistic
democracy, abandoning other governmental options, will provide stability to a country weak in
resources, and political succession without upheaval.

Assuming the principle of popular sovereignty, this Constitutional text consecrates a Democratic
State with a vast list of rights, liberties, and guarantees to citizens, the concept of the dignity of the
human being as the absolute value which is supreme over the State itself, a system of government
with a balance of power between the various national institutions, a strong and independent
judiciary, local authorities whose officeholders shall be elected by the communities to whom they
are responsible, a Public Administration at the service of the citizens and conceived as an
instrument of development, and a system of defense of the Constitution characteristic of a
pluralistic democracy.

Therefore, this Constitutional Law incorporates the profound political changes at work in the
country and fosters institutional conditions for the exercise of power and of citizenshipin a climate
of liberty, peace, and justice, the basis of all economic, social and cultural development in Cape
Verde.




Kingdom of Cambodia

E, THE PEOPLE OF CAMBODIA

Being the heirs of a great civilization, a prosperous, powerful, large and glorious nation whose
prestige radiated like adiamond;

Having endured suffering and destruction and having experienced a tragicdecline in the course of
lasttwo decades;

Having awakened to stand up with resolute determination and commitment to strengthen our
national unity, to preserve and defend Cambaodia's territory and its precious sovereignty and the
prestige of Angkor civilization, to build the nation up to again be an "Island of Peace" based on a
liberal multi-party democratic system, to guarantee human rights and the respect of law, and to be
responsible for progressively developing the prosperity and glory of our nation.
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Republic of Cameroon

e, the people of Cameroon,

Proud of our linguistic and cultural diversity, an enriching feature of our national identity, but
profoundly aware of the imperative need to further consolidate our unity, solemnly declare that
we constitute one and the same Nation, bound by the same destiny, and assert our firm
determination to build the Cameroonian Fatherland on the basis of the ideals of fraternity, justice
and progress;

Jealous of our hard-won independence and resolved to preserve same; convinced that the
salvation of Africa lies in forging ever-growing bonds of solidarity among African Peoples, affirm
our desire to contribute to the advent of a united and free Africa, while maintaining peaceful and
brotherly relations with the other nations of the World, in accordance with the principles
enshrined inthe Charter of the United Nations:

Resolved to harness our natural resources in order to ensure the well-being of every citizen
without discrimination, by raising living standards, proclaim our right to development as well as
our determination to devote all our efforts to that end and declare our readiness to cooperate
with all States desirous of participating in this national endeavour with due respect for our
sovereignty and theindependence of the Cameroonian State.

We, the people of Cameroon,

Declare that the human person, without distinction as to race, religion, sex or belief, possesses
inalienable and sacredrights;

Affirm our attachment to the fundamental freedoms enshrined in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, the Charter of United Nations and the African Charter on Human and Peoples'
Rights, and all duly ratified international conventions relating thereto, in particular, to the
following principles:

all persons shall have equal rights and obligations. The State shall provide all its citizens with the
conditions necessary for their development;

the State shall ensure the protection of minorities and shall preserve the rights of indigenous
populationsin accordance with the law;

freedom and security shall be guaranteed each individual, subject to respect for the rights of
others and the higher interests of the State;

every person shall have the right to settle in any place and to move about freely, subjectto the




statutory provisions concerning public law and order, security and tranquillity;
the home isinviolate. No search may be conducted except by virtue of the law;

the privacy of all correspondence is inviolate. No interference may be allowed except by virtue of
decisions emanating from the Judicial power;

no person may be compelled to do what the law does not prescribe;

no person may be prosecuted, arrested or detained except in the cases and according to the
mannerdetermined by law;

the law may not have retrospective effect. No person may be judged and punished, except by
virtue of alaw enacted and published before the offence was committed,;

the law shall ensure the right of every person to a fair hearing before the courts;

every accused person is presumed innocent until found guilty during a hearing conducted in strict
compliance with the rights of defence;

every person has a right to life, to physical and moral integrity and to humane treatment in all
circumstances. Under no circumstances shall any person be subjected to torture, to cruel,
inhumane or degrading treatment;

no person shall be harassed on grounds of his origin, religious, philosophical or political opinions
or beliefs, subject to respect for public policy;

the state shall be secular. The neutrality and independence of the State in respect of all religions
shall be guaranteed;

freedom of religion and worship shall be guaranteed;

the freedom of communication, of expression, of the press, of assembly, of association, and of
trade unionism, as well as the right to strike shall be guaranteed under the conditions fixed by law;

the Nation shall protect and promote the family which is the natural foundation of human society.
Itshall protect women, the young, the elderly and the disabled;

the State shall guarantee the child's right to education. Primary education shall be compulsory.
The organization and supervision of education at all levels shall be the bounden duty of the State;

ownership shall mean the right guaranteed every person by law to use, enjoy and dispose of
property. No person shall be deprived thereof, save for public purposes and subject to the
payment of compensation under conditions determined by law;

the right of ownership may not be exercised in violation of the publicinterest orin such awayasto
be prejudicialto the security, freedom, existence or property of other persons;

every person shall have a right to a healthy environment. The protection of the environment shall
be the duty of every citizen. The State shall ensure the protection and improvement of the
environment;

every person shall have the right and the obligation to work;
every personshall share in the burden of public expenditure according to his financial resources;
all citizens shall contribute to the defence of the Fatherland:

the State shall guarantee all citizens of either sex the rights and freedoms set forthin the Preamble
of the Constitution.




Central African Republic

T he Central African People

Proud of their national unity, linguistic [unity] and of their ethnic, cultural and religious diversity
which contribute to the enrichment of their personality;

Convinced of the urgent necessity to preserve the national unity, social cchesion and the peace,
guarantees [gages] of economic and social progress;

Animated by the desire to assure to Man his dignity within respect for the principle of "Z0 KWE
Z0" declared by the Founding Father of the Central African Republic, Barthélemy BOGANDA;

Conscious that only the persistent work as well as the rational, rigorous and transparent
management of public affairs [chose] and of the environment can assure a harmonious and
durable development;

Resolved, in accordance with International Law, to preserve and to defend the integrity of the
territory of the Central African Republic as well as its inalienable right to the full exercise of
sovereignty on its soil, its subsoil and its airspace;

Determined to proscribe any familial, clanish, patrimonial and partisan administration [gestion] of
public affairs [chose];

Resolved to build a State of Law founded on a pluralistic democracy, the respect for the separation
and the equilibrium of the powers to [en vue de] guarantee the security of persons and of property
[biens], the protection of the most weak, notably vulnerable persons, the minorities, and the full
exercise of the fundamental freedoms and rights;

Convinced that universal suffrage is the sole source of the legitimacy of public power;

Firmly opposed to the conquest of power by force and by any form of dictatorship and oppression,
as well as any act of division and maintenance of hatred;

Conscious that tolerance, inclusion, consultation and dialogue constitute the foundation [socle] of
peace and of national unity;

Convinced that only a State of Law can guarantee the protection of the Rights of Man;

Conscious that the representation of all the regions in the public institutions must be a permanent
preoccupation of the authorities of the State;

Convinced of the necessity for political, economic and social African integration at the subregional
and regional levels;




Desirous to forge ties of amity with all peoples on the basis of the principles of equality, of
solidarity, of reciprocal interests and of mutual respect of national sovereignty as well as of
territorial integrity;

Reiterating their will to cooperate in peace and amity with all States, to work for the African unity
in accordance with the Constitutive Act of the African Union adopted on 12 July 2000, to promote
the peaceful regulation of differences between States with respect for Justice, for Equality, for
Freedom and for the Sovereignty of Peoples;

Reaffirms their adherence to the Charter of the Organization of the United Nations, to the
Universal Declaration of the Rights of Man of 10 December 1948, to the International Pacts of 16
December 1966 concerning economic, social and cultural right on the one hand and civil and
political rights on the other;

Reaffirms its commitment to the African Charter of the Rights of Man and of Peoples of 27 June
1981 and to the African Charter of the Democracy, of the Elections and of the Governance of 30
June 2007;

Reaffirms its adherence to all International Conventions duly ratified, notably those concerning
the prohibition of all forms of discrimination with regard to women, to the protection of the rights
of the child and those relative to the autochthonous and tribal peoples;

Solemnly adopts this Constitution, supreme law of the State to which it owes respect, loyalty and
fidelity and of which this Preamble is [an] integral part.
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hina is one of the countries with the longest histories in the world. The people of all

nationalities in China have jointly created a splendid culture and have a glorious revolutionary
tradition.

Feudal China was gradually reduced after 1840 to a semi-colonial and semi-feudal country. The
Chinese people waged wave upon wave of heroic struggles for national independence and
liberation and for democracy and freedom. Great and earth-shaking historical changes have taken
place in China in the 20th century. The Revolution of 1911, led by Dr. Sun Yat-sen, abolished the
feudal monarchy and gave birth to the Republic of China. But the Chinese people had yet to fulfill
their historical task of overthrowing imperialism and feudalism. After waging hard, protracted and
tortuous struggles, armed and otherwise, the Chinese people of all nationalities led by the
Communist Party of China with Chairman Mao Zedong as its leader ultimately, in 1949, overthrew
the rule of imperialism, feudalism and bureaucratic capitalism, won the great victory of the new-
democratic revolution and founded the People's Republic of China. Thereupon, the Chinese
people took state powerinto their own hands and became masters of the country.

After the founding of the People's Republic, the transition of Chinese society from a new-
democratic to a socialist society was effected step by step. The socialist transformation of the
private ownership of the means of production was completed, the system of exploitation of man
by man eliminated and the socialist system established. The people's democratic dictatorship led
by the working class and based on the alliance of workers and peasants, which is in essence the
dictatorship of the proletariat, has been consolidated and developed. The Chinese people andthe
Chinese People's Liberation Army have thwarted aggression, sabotage and armed provocations by
imperialists and hegemonists, safeguarded China's national independence and security and
strengthened its national defense.

Major successes have been achieved in economic development. An independent and fairly
comprehensive socialist system of industry has in the main been established. There has been a
marked increase in agricultural production. Significant progress has been made in educational,
scientific, cultural and other undertakings, and socialist ideological education has vielded
noteworthy results. The living standards of the people have improved considerably.

Both the victory of China's new-democratic revolution and the successes of its socialist cause have
been achieved by the Chinese people of all nationalities under the leadership of the Communist
Party of China and the guidance of Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought, and by upholding
truth, correcting errors and overcoming numerous difficulties and hardships. China will stayin the
primary stage of socialism for a long period of time. The basic task of the nation is to concentrate
its efforts on socialist modernization along the road of Chinese-style socialism. Under the
leadership of the Communist Party of China and the guidance of Marxism-Leninism, Mao Zedong
Thought, Deng Xiaoping Theory and theimportant Theory of “Three Represents,” the Chinese




people of all nationalities will continue to adhere to the people's democratic dictatorship, follow
the socialist road, persist in reform and opening-up, steadily improve socialist institutions,
develop a socialist market economy, advance socialist democracy, improve the socialist legal
system and work hard and self-reliantly to modernize industry, agriculture, national defense and
science and technology step by step, promote the coordinated development of the material,
political and spiritual civilizations to turn China into a powerful and prosperous socialist country
with a high level of culture and democracy.

The exploiting classes as such have been eliminated in our country. However, class struggle will
continue to exist within certain limits for a long time to come. The Chinese people must fight
against those forces and elements, both at home and abroad, that are hostile to China's socialist
system and trytoundermine it.

Taiwan is part of the sacred territory of the People's Republic of China. It is the lofty duty of the
entire Chinese people, including our compatriots in Taiwan, to accomplish the great task of
reunifying the motherland.

In building socialism it is imperative to rely on the workers, peasants and intellectuals and unite
with all the forces that can be united. In the long years of revolution and construction, there has
been formed under the leadership of the Communist Party of China a broad patriotic united front
that is composed of democratic parties and people's organizations and embraces all socialist
working people, all builders of socialism, all patriots who support socialism and all patriots who
stand for reunification of the motherland. [As amended by the Fourth Constitutional Amending
Law of March 14, 2004] This united front will continue to be consolidated and developed. The
Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference is a broadly representative organization of the
united front, which has played a significant historical role and will continue to do so in the political
and social life ofthe country, in promoting friendship with the people of other countries and inthe
struggle for socialist modernization and for the reunification and unity of the country. The system
of multi-party cooperation and political consultation led by the Communist Party of China will
existand develop in China for alongtime to come.

The People's Republic of China is a unitary multi-national state built up jointly by the people of all
its nationalities. Socialist relations of equality, unity and mutual assistance have been established
among them and will continue to be strengthened. In the struggle to safeguard the unity of the
nationalities, it is necessary to combat big-nation chauvinism, mainly Han chauvinism, and also
necessary to combat local-national chauvinism. The state does its utmost to promote the
common prosperity of all nationalities in the country.

China's achievements in revolution and construction are inseparable from support by the people
ofthe world. The future of China is closely linked with that of the whole world. China adheres toan
independent foreign policy as well as to the five principles of mutual respect for sovereignty and
territorial integrity, mutual non-aggression, non-interference in each other's internal affairs,
equality and mutual benefit, and peaceful coexistence in developing diplomatic relations and
economic and cultural exchanges with other countries; China consistently opposes imperialism,
hegemonism and colonialism, works to strengthen unity with the people of other countries,
supports the oppressed nations and the developing countries in their just struggle to win and
preserve national independence and develop their national economies, and strives to safeguard
world peace and promote the cause of human progress.

This Constitution affirms the achievements of the struggles of the Chinese people of all
nationalities and defines the basic system and basic tasks of the state in legal form; it is the
fundamental law of the state and has supreme legal authority. The people of all nationalities, all
state organs, the armed forces, all political parties and public organizations and all enterprises and
undertakings in the country must take the Constitution as the basic norm of conduct, and they
havethe duty to uphold the dignity of the Constitution and ensure its implementation.




The people of Colombia, In the exercise of their sovereign power, represented by their

delegates to the National Constituent Assembly, invoking the protection of God, and in order to
strengthen the unity of the nation and ensure to its members life, peaceful coexistence, work,
justice, equality, understanding, freedom, and peace within alegal, democratic, and participatory
framework that may guarantee a just political, economic, and social order and committed to
promote the integration of the Latin American community, decree, authorize, and promulgate the
following:




Union of Comoros

he Comorian people solemnly affirm their will to:

cultivate a national identity based on a sole people, a sole religion {Sunni Islam) and a sole
language;

promote religious and moral practices of a nature to assure an education which strengthens
the national conscience;

develop sport and culture as elements of promotion of the national spirit;

guarantee the pursuit of a common destiny among all Comorians;

make ofthe return of theisland of Mayotte inits natural whole, a national priority;

demonstrate their commitment to the principles of fundamental rights as they are defined by
the Charter of the United Nations, the Organization of African Unity, the Pact of the League of
the Arab States, the Universal Declaration of the Rights of Man of the United Nations, the
African Charter on the Rights of Man and of Peoples, as well as the international conventions,
notably those concerning the rights of the child and of the woman.

[t equally affirms:

its determination to establish a State of law founded on the principle of popular sovereignty
and of democracy, instituting a range of rights, duties, freedoms and guarantees for all
citizens; a system of government founded on the separation of powers; and a public
administration in the service of citizens and of development;

its commitment to promote and reinforce the ways and means which aim to prevent, fight and
eradicate corruption, the embezzlement of public assets and funds, which hinder efforts
tending to promote democratic governance, socio-economic transformation, peace and
security.

It demands that the authorities criminally prosecute or have prosecuted the perpetrators of the
above-mentioned acts.

It expresses its fundamental opposition to arbitrary actions, regionalism, separatism and to any
other actinfringing ontheterritorial integrity and the national unity.

Taking into account the principal recommendations formulated by the assembly of the Assises
Nationales [National Assizes/Conference] of February 2018, this Constitution aims to establish an
institutional framework permitting the advent of an era of democratic, social, economic and
cultural renewal, in a climate of peace and justice.

This preambleis anintegral part of the Constitution.




Republic of the Congo

T he Congolese People,

Conscious of the necessity to preserve the peace and the stability, the unitary form and the secular
and indivisible character of the State, the national unity and social cohesion;

Concerned about building a Republic founded on the principles of equality, of fraternity, of sharing
and of solidarity on the one hand, and on the other hand of assuring the development
[épanouissement] of each and of all within the framework of a Republic respectful of the
intangible rights of the human person;

Interpellated by the pressing need to conciliate the universal values of democracy and the
political, social and cultural national realities;

Affirm their attachment to the virtues of dialogue as [a] means of peaceful regulation of
disagreements within the framework of an appeased Republic;

Solemnly reaffirm, its permanent right of inalienable sovereignty over all the national wealth and
the naturalresources as fundamental elements of its development;

Declare [as an] integral part of this Constitution, the fundamental principles proclaimed and
guaranteed by:

the United Nations Charter of 24 October 1945;the Universal Declaration of the Rights of Man of
10 December 1948;

the African Charter of the Rights of Man and of Peoples of 26 June 1981;
the Charter of the National Unity and the Charter of Rights and Freedoms of 29 May 1991;
allthe pertinent national and international texts duly ratified, relative to human rights;

Condemn the coup d'état, the tyrannical exercise of power and the usage of political violence,
under allits forms, as means of accession to power orto its conservation.

Ordain and establish for the Congo this Constitution that enunciates the fundamental principles of
the Republic, defines the rights and the duties of the citizens and establishes the forms of
organization and the rules of functioning ofthe State.




e, the People of Cote d'lvoire;

Conscious of our independence and of our national identity, assume our historical responsibility
before the Nation and humanity;

Bearingin mind that the Cote d'lvoireis, and remains, a land of hospitality;

Taught by lessons from our political and constitutional history, desirous of building a Nation that is
brotherly, united, in solidarity, peaceful and prosperous, and with a concern for preserving
political stability;

Taking into account our ethnic, cultural and religious diversity, and determined to build a multi-
ethnic and multi-racial Nation on the principles of national sovereignty;

Convinced that union with respect for this diversity ensures, through work and discipline, the
economic progress and social well-being of everyone;

Persuaded that political, ethnic, religious tolerance as well as forgiveness and cross-cultural
dialogue constitute fundamental elements of pluralism contributing to the strengthening of our
unity, to the reinforcement of the process of national reconciliation and to social cohesion;

Affirm our commitment to respect for cultural, spiritual and moral values;

Reminding everyone, and in all circumstances, of our irreversible commitment to defending and
preserving the republican form of Government as well as the secular character of the State;

Reaffirm our determination to build a Rule of Law in which human rights, public freedoms, human
dignity, justice and good governance as definedin the international legal instruments to which the
Cote d'lvoireis a party, in particular the United Nations Charter of 1945, the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights of 1948, the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights of 1981 and its
supplementary protocols, the Constitutive Act of the African Union of 2001, are promoted,
protected and guaranteed;

Deeply attached to constitutional legality and to democraticinstitutions;

Considering that democratic election is the means by which the people freely choose those who
governtheir country;

Proclaim our attachment to the principles of multi-party democracy based on the holding of free
andtransparent elections, of the separation and balance of power;

Disapprove of any undemocratic means of attaining or maintaining power;

Condemn any unconstitutional change of government and declare that perpetrators of this crime
be subject to the full force of the law;




Express ourcommitment to:

preserving the integrity of the national territory;

safeguarding our sovereignty over national resources and ensuring an equitable management
thereof for the well-being of everyone;

promoting equality between men and women;
promoting transparency in the conduct of public affairs;
defending and preserving our cultural heritage;

contributing to climate protection and to maintaining a healthy environment for future
generations;

We pledge to promote regional and subregional integration, with a view to achieving African
unity;

Approve and adopt freely and solemnly before the Nation and humanity this Constitution as the
basic Law of the State, whose Preambleis anintegral part.




Republic of Cuba
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E, CUBAN CITIZENS,

Inspired by the heroism and patriotism of those that fought for a free, independent, sovereign,
democratic, and socially just homeland forged through the sacrifice of our ancestors;

by the indigenous peoples who resisted submission;
by the slaves that rebelled against their masters;
by those that awoke the national conscience and Cuban desire for our liberty and homeland;

by the patriots that started the wars of independence against Spanish colonization in 1868 as well as
those that, in the final charge of 1895, led them to the victory of 1898, which was taken away by the
military intervention and occupation of Yankee imperialism;

by those that fought for over fifty years against imperialist domination, political corruption, the lack of
rights and liberties, unemployment, and the exploitation imposed by capitalists and landowners;

by the members of the vanguard of the generation of the 100th anniversary of Marti's birth, who,
nourished by his teaching, led us to the victorious popularrevolutionin January of 1959;

by those that, in sacrificing their lives, defended the Revolution and contributed to its definitive
consolidation;

by those that completed heroicinternational missions together;
by the epicresistance and unity of our people;

GUIDED by the ideal and example of Marti and Fidel, as well as the socio-political ideas of Marx, Engels,
and Lenin:

DETERMINED to carry forward the triumphant Revolutions of Moncada and Granma, of the Sierra, and
of Giron that, sustained in the complete unity of all the revolutionary forces and the people, conquered
national independence, realized the democratic transformations and initiated the construction of
Socialism;

CONSCIOUS that, in the edification of socialism, the leadership of the Communist Party of Cuba, born
through the unitary will of the organizations that decisively contributed to the triumph of the Revolution,
and national unity, constitute fundamental pillars and guarantees of our economic, social and political
order:

IDENTIFIED with the tenets displayed in the concept of Revolution, as expressed by the Commander in
Chief Fidel Castro on the 1st of May ofthe year 2000;

WE DECLARE our will that the law of the laws of the Republic be presided over by this profound yearning,
finally achieved by José Marti,

"I'wish that the first law of our Republic be the devotion of the Cubans to the full dignity of man;"
WE ADOPT by our free vote, through a referendum, the following:

2NN S QPO

e




Czech Republic (Czechia)

i ‘ e, the citizens of the Czech Republic in Bochemia, in Moravia, and in Silesia, At the time

oftherestoration of an independent Czech state, Faithful to all good traditions of the long-existing
statehood of the lands of the Czech Crown, as well as of Czechoslovak statehood, Resolved to
build, safeguard, and develop the Czech Republic in the spirit of the sanctity of human dignity and
liberty, As the homeland of free citizens enjoying equal rights, conscious of their duties towards
others and their responsibility towards the community, As a free and democratic state founded on
respect for human rights and on the principles of civic society, As part of the family of democracies
in Europe and around the world, Resolved to guard and develop together the natural and cultural,
material and spiritual wealth handed down to us, Resolved to abide by all proven principles of a
state governed by the rule of law, Through our freely-elected representatives, do adopt this
Constitution of the Czech Republic.




e, the Congolese People,

United by destiny and history encompassingthe noble ideas of liberty, of fraternity, of solidarity, of
justice, of peace and of work;

Animated by our common will to build, in the heart of Africa, a State of Law and a powerful and
prosperous Nation, founded on a real political, economic, social and cultural democracy;

Considering that injustice and its corollaries, impunity, nepotism, regionalism, tribalism, clanism
and patronage, by their multiple vicissitudes, are at the origin of the general decline of values and
ofthe ruin of the country;

Affirming our determination to protect and to consolidate the national independence and unity
with respect for our diversities and for our positive particularities;

Reaffirming our adherence and our attachment to the Conventions of the United Nations on the
Rights of the Child and on the Rights of Women, particularly to the objective of the parity of man-
woman representation within the institutions of the country as well as to the international
instruments concerning the protection and promotion of humanrights;

Moved by the will to see all the African States united and working in concert with a view of
promoting and of consolidating African unity through the continental, regional or sub-regional
organizations to offer better perspectives of development and of socio-economic progress to the
Peoples of Africa;

Attached to the promotion of mutually advantageous international cooperation and to the
rapprochement of the peoples of the world, with respect to their respective identities and to the
principles of sovereignty and of the territorial integrity of each State;

Reaffirming our inalienable and imprescriptible right to organize ourselves freely and to develop
our political, economic, social and cultural life, following our own genius;

Conscious of our responsibilities before God, the Nation, Africa and the World;

Solemnly declare to adopt this Constitution.
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Republic of Djibouti

In the name of God All-Powerful

The Djiboutian People solemnly proclaim their attachment to the principles of Democracy and of
the Rights of Man as they are defined by the Universal Declaration of the Rights of Man and by the

African Charter of the Rights of Man and of Peoples, of which the provisions form anintegral part
of this Constitution.

They affirm their determination to establish a State of Law and of Pluralist Democracy
guaranteeing the full enjoyment of the individual and collective rights and freedoms as well as the
harmonious development of the national community.

They affirm their will to cooperate in peace and amity with all peoples who share their ideals of

liberty, of justice and of solidarity, on the basis of mutual respect, of national sovereignty and of
territorial integrity.
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hereasthe People of Dominica—

have affirmed that the Commonwealth of Dominica is founded upon principles that acknowledge
the supremacy of God, faith in fundamental human rights and freedoms, the position of the family
in a society of free men and free institutions, the dignity of the human person, and the equal and
inalienable rights with which all members of the human family are endowed by their Creator;

respect the principles of social justice and therefore believe that the operation of the economic
system should resultin so distributing the material resources of the community as to subserve the
common good, that there should be adequate means of livelihood for all, that labour should not
be exploited or forced by economic necessity to operate in inhumane conditions but that there
should be opportunity for advancement on the basis of recognition of merit, ability and integrity;

have asserted their belief in a democratic society in which all persons may, to the extent of their
capacity, play some part in the institutions of the national life and thus develop and maintain due
respect for lawfully-constituted authority;

recognise that men and institutions remain free only when freedom is founded upon respect for
moral and spiritual values and the rule of law;

desire that their Constitution should make provision for ensuring the protection in the
Commonwealth of Dominica of fundamental human rights and freedoms;

Now, Therefore, the following provisions shall have effect as the Constitution of the
Commonwealth of Dominica:




Dominican Republic

e, representative of the Dominican people, freely and democratically elected,

assembled in the National Revisory Assembly, invoking the name of God, guided by the ideology of
our Founding Fathers, Juan Pablo Duarte, Matias Ramdn Mella and Francisco del Rosario Sanchez,
and the heroes of the Restoration of establishing a free, independent, sovereign and democratic
Republic, inspired by the examples of the struggles and sacrifices of our immortal heroes and
heroines, propelled by the selfless work of our men and women, ruled by the supreme values and
the fundamental principles of human dignity, liberty, equality, the rule of law, justice, solidarity,
and fraternal coexistence, social well-being, ecological equilibrium, progress and peace, essential
factors for social cohesion, we declare our desire to promote the unity of the Dominican Nation,
for which in an exercise of our free determination we adopt and proclaim the following:




‘ i e women and men, the sovereign people of Ecuador

RECOGNIZING our age-old roots, wrought by women and men from various peoples,

CELEBRATING nature, the Pacha Mama (Mother Earth), of which we are a part and which is vital to
our existence,

INVOKING the name of God and recognizing our diverse forms of religion and spirituality,
CALLING UPON the wisdom of all the cultures that enrich us as a society,

AS HEIRStosocial liberation struggles against all forms of domination and colonialism
AND with a profound commitment to the present and to the future,

Hereby decide to build

A new form of public coexistence, in diversity and in harmony with nature, to achieve the good
way of living, the sumak kawsay;

A society thatrespects, in allits dimensions, the dignity of individuals and community groups;

A democratic country, committed to Latin American integration-the dream of Simon Bolivar and
Eloy Alfaro-peace and solidarity with all peoples ofthe Earth;

And, exercising our sovereign powers, in Ciudad Alfaro, Montecristi, province of Manabi, we
bestow upon ourselvesthe present:

Constitution of the Republic of Ecuador




Arab Republic of Egypt

In the Name of God, Most Gracious, Most Merciful

This is Our Constitution
Egyptis the gift of the Nile and the gift of Egyptians to humanity.

Blessed with a unique location and history, the Arab nation of Egypt is the heart of the whole world. It is
the meeting point of its civilizations and cultures and the crossroads of its maritime transportation and
communications, Itis the tip of Africa on the Mediterranean and the estuary of its greatest river; the Nile,

This is Egypt, an immortal homeland to Egyptians, and a message of peace and love to all peoples.

In the beginning of history, the dawn of human conscience rose and shone forth in the hearts of our great
ancestors, uniting their good intention to build the first central state that regulated and organized the life
of Egyptians on the banks of the Nile. It is where they created the most amazing wonders of civilization,
and where their hearts looked up to the heavens before earth knew the three revealed religions.

Egypt is the cradle of religions and the banner of glory of the revealed religions.
Onitsland, Moses grew up, the light of God appeared, and the message descended on Mount Sinai.

On its land, Egyptians welcomed Virgin Mary and her baby and offered up thousands of martyrs in
defense ofthe Church of Jesus.

When the Seal of the Messengers Mohamed {Peace and Blessings Be Upon Him) was sent to all mankind
to perfect the sublime morals, our hearts and minds were opened to the light of Islam. We were the best
soldiers on Earth to fight for the cause of God, and we disseminated the message of truth and religious
sciences across the world.

This is Egypt; 2 homeland that we live in as much as it lives in us.

In the modern age, minds were enlightened, humanity became mature, and nations and peoples
progressed on the path of science, raising the banners of freedom and equality. Mchamed Ali founded
the modern Egyptian state with a national army as its pillar. Refaa, the son of Al-Azhar, prayed that the
homeland become "a place of common happiness for its people." We, Egyptians, strived to keep up with
the pace of development, and offered up martyrs and made sacrifices in several uprisings and
revolutions until our patriotic army delivered victory to the sweeping popular will in the “Jan 25 — June
30" Revolution that called for bread, freedom and human dignity within a framework of social justice,
and brought back the homeland's free will.

This revelution is but an extension to a process of national struggle whose brightest symbols were
Ahmed Oraby, Mostafa Kamel, and Mchamed Farid. It was the capstone of two great revolutions in our
modern history:

The 1919 revolution that had rid Egypt and the Egyptians of the British guardianship, and had established
the principle of citizenship and equality between the people of the same country. Its leader, Saad
Zaghloul, and his successor, Mosfata EI-Nahhas, walked the path of democracy, asserting that “Truth is
above power and the nation is above the government”. During this revolution, Talaat Harb laid down the
cornerstone ofthe national economy.




The July 23, 1952 revolution that was led by the leader Gamal Abdel Nasser and was embraced by the
popular will achieved the dream of generations for evacuation and independence. As a result, Egypt
affirmed its Arab allegiance, opened up to its African continent and Muslim world, supported liberation
movements across continents, and took firm steps on the path of development and social justice.

This revolution represents an extension of the revolutionary march of Egyptian patriotism, and supports
the strong bond between the Egyptian people and their patriotic army that bore the trust and
responsibility of protecting the homeland. Thanks to it, we achieved victory in our greatest battles
including driving off the 1956 Tripartite Aggression and the glorious victory of October that granted
President Sadat a special place in our recent history.

Compared to major revolutions in the history of mankind, the Jan 25 — June 30 Revolution is a unique
revolution, because of the heavy popular participation involved -- which was estimated to be in the tens
of millions - and the significant role of youth who aspire to a brighter future, the masses who
transcended class and ideology to reach out to more expansive patriotic and human horizons, the
manner in which the people's army protected the popular will and the blessings granted to it by Al-Azhar
and the patriotic church. It is also unique because of its peacefulness and ambition to achieve freedom
and social justice together.

This revolution is a sign and a good omen. It is a sign of a past that is still present and a good omen of a
future to which all humanity aspires.

The world has almost forgotten about an age that was torn by conflicts of interest between the east and
the west, and the north and the south; an age where disputes and wars erupted between classes and
peoples, where risks grew, threatening the existence of mankind and life on Earth, which God created for
us. Humanity hopes to move from the age of maturity to the age of wisdom to build a new world where
truth and justice prevail, and where freedoms and human rights are protected. We, Egyptians, believe
that our revolution is an opportunity to return to help write a new history for mankind.

We believe that we are capable of using the past as an inspiration, stirring up the present, and making our
way to the future. We are capable of developing this homeland that develops us.

We believe that every citizen is entitled to live in this homeland in safety and security, and that every
citizen is entitled to a today and a tomorrow.

We believe in democracy as a path, a future, and a way of life; in political multiplicity; and in the peaceful
transfer of power. We affirm the right of the people to make their future. They, alone, are the source of
authority. Freedom, human dignity, and social justice are a right of every citizen. Sovereignty in a
sovereign homeland belongs to us and future generations.

We are now drafting a Constitution that embodies the dream of generations of a prosperous united
society and of a fair state that achieves the aspirations of today and tomorrow for individuals and society.

We are now drafting a Constitution that completes building a modern democratic state with a civil
government.

We are drafting a Constitution that closes the door for any corruption or tyranny, heals the wounds of the
past from the time of the old Eloquent Peasant to the victims of negligence and the martyrs of the
revolution in ourtime, and relieves our people of the injustice they have suffered from for long.

We are drafting a Constitution that affirms that the principles of Islamic Sharia are the principle source of
legislation, and that the reference for interpretation thereof is the relevant texts in the collected rulings
of the Supreme Constitutional Court.

We are drafting a Constitution that paves the way to the future for us, and which is in line with the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which we took partin the drafting of and approved.

We are drafting a Constitution that maintains our freedom and protects the nation against every threat
againstit oragainst our national unity.

We are drafting a Constitution that achieves equality between us in rights and duties with no
discrimination.

We are the citizens. We are the Egyptian people, sovereigns in a sovereign homeland. This is our will and
this is the Constitution of our revolution.
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‘ i e, The Representatives Of The Salvadorian People Gathered In Constituent Assembly,

Putting Our Trust In God, Qur Will In The High Destinies Of The Country And In Exercise Of The
Sovereign Authority That The People Of El Salvador Have Conferred To Us, Encouraged By The
Fervent Desire To Establish The Foundations Of National Coexistence Based In Respect For The
Dignity Of The Human Person, In The Construction Of A More Just Society, The Essence Of
Democracy And The Spirit Of Freedom And Justice, Values Of Qur Humanistic Inheritance, Decree,
Sanction And Proclaim, The Following Constitution
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State of Eritrea

]

e, the people of Eritrea, united in a common struggle for our rights and commaon
destiny:

With Eternal Gratitude to the scores of thousands of our martyrs who sacrificed their lives for the
causes of our rights and independence, during the long and heroic revolutionary struggle for
liberation, and to the courage and steadfastness of our Eritrean patriots; and standing on the solid
ground of unity and justice bequeathed by our martyrs and combatants;

Aware that it is the sacred duty of all citizens to build a strong and advanced Eritrea on the bases of
freedom, unity, peace, stability and security achieved through the long struggle of all Eritreans,
which tradition we must cherish, preserve and develop;

Realizing that in order to build an advanced country, it is necessary that the unity, equality, love for
truth and justice, self-reliance, and hard work, which we nurtured during our revolutionary
struggle for independence and which helped usto triumph, must become the core of our national
values;

Appreciating the fact that for the development and health of our society, it is necessary that we
inherit and improve upon the traditional community-based assistance and fraternity, love for
family, respect for elders, mutual respect and consideration;

Convinced that the establishment of a democratic order, through the participation of and in
response to the needs and interests of citizens, which guarantees the recognition and protection
of the rights of citizens, human dignity, equality, balanced development and the satisfaction ofthe
material and spiritual needs of citizens, is the foundation of economic growth, social harmonyand
progress;

Noting the fact that the Eritrean women's heroic participation in the struggle for independence,
human rights and solidarity, based on equality and mutual respect, generated by such struggle will
serve as an unshakable foundation for our commitment to create a society in which women and
men shallinteract on the bases of mutual respect, solidarity and equality;

Desirous that the Constitution we are adopting will be a covenant between us and the
government, which we will be forming by our free will, to serve as a means for governing in
harmony this and future generations and for bringing about justice and peace, founded on
democracy, national unity and the rule of law;

Today, 23 May 1997, on this historic date, after active popular participation, approve and solemnly
ratify, through the Constituent Assembly, this Constitution as the fundamental law of our
Sovereign and Independent State of Eritrea.




A SS———

e, the Nations, Nationalities and Peoples of Ethiopia:

Strongly committed, in full and free exercise of our right to self-determination, to building a
political community founded on the rule of law and capable of ensuring a lasting peace,
guaranteeing ademocratic order, and advancing our economic and social development;

Firmly convinced that the fulfillment of this objective requires full respect of individual and
people's fundamental freedoms and rights, to live together on the basis of equality and without
any sexual, religious or cultural discrimination;

Further convinced that by continuing to live with our rich and proud cultural legacies in territories
we have long inhabited, have, through continuous interaction on various levels and forms of life,
built up common interests and have also contributed to the emergence of a common outlook;

Fully cognizant that our common destiny can best be served by rectifying historically unjust
relationships and by further promoting our shared interests;

Convinced that to live as one economic community is necessary in order to create sustainable and
mutually supportive conditions for ensuring respect for our rights and freedoms and for the
collective promotion of our interests;

Determined to consolidate, as a lasting legacy, the peace and the prospect of a democratic order
which our struggles and sacrifices have brought about;

Have therefore adopted, on 8 December 1994 this Constitution through representatives we have
duly elected for this purpose as an instrument that binds us in a mutual commitment to fulfill the
objectives and the principles set forth above.




i ‘ E, THE PEOPLE OF FlI,

RECOGNISING the indigenous people or the iTaukei, their ownership of iTaukei lands, their unique
culture, customs, traditions and language;

RECOGNISING the indigenous people or the Rotuman from the island of Rotuma, their ownership
of Rotuman lands, theirunique culture, customs, traditions and language;

RECOGNISING the descendants of the indentured labourers from British India and the Pacific
Islands, their culture, customs, traditions and language; and

RECOGNISING the descendants of the settlers and immigrants to Fiji, their culture, customs,
traditions and language,

DECLARE that we are all Fijians united by common and equal citizenry;

RECOGNISE the Constitution as the supreme law of our country that provides the framework for
the conduct of Government and all Fijians;

COMMIT ourselves to the recognition and protection of human rights, and respect for human
dignity;

DECLARE our commitment to justice, national sovereignty and security, social and economic
wellbeing, and safeguarding our environment,




T ESS———

Republic of France

The French people solemnly proclaim their attachment to the Rights of Man and the

principles of national sovereignty as defined by the Declaration of 1789, confirmed and
complemented by the Preamble to the Constitution of 1946, and to the rights and duties as
defined in the Charter for the Environment of 2004. By virtue of these principles and that of the
self-determination of peoples, the Republic offers to the overseas territories which have
expressed the will to adhere to them new institutions founded on the common ideal of liberty,
eguality and fraternity and conceived for the purpose of their democratic development.




T he Gabonese people, conscious of its responsibility before God and history, animated by

the desire to assure its independence and its national unity, to organize a communal life after the
principles of national sovereignty, of pluralistic democracy, of social justice and republican legality.

Affirm solemnly its attachment to human rights and to fundamental liberties that result from the
Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen of 1789 and from the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights of 1948, consecrated by the African Charter of the Rights of Man and the Rights of
Peoples of 1981, and by the National Charter of Liberties of 1990.

Proclaim solemnly its attachment to its profound and traditional social values, to its material and
spiritual cultural patrimony, and toits respect of the liberties, rights and duties of the citizen.

By virtue of these principles and of the sovereignty of the people, it adopts the present
Constitution.




In the name of God, the Almighty,

We the people of The Gambia have accomplished a great and historic task. We have had our say on
how we should be governed. For this Constitution contains our will and resolve for good
governance and ajust, secure and prosperous society.

Qur hopes and aspirations as a people were reflected in the enthusiasm and zeal with which we
embarked on the task of nation building on the attainment of independence. The self-
perpetuating rule of the recent past, however, soon gave rise to the abuse of office and related
vices which negated the total welfare ofthe Gambian people. The sovereign people of The Gambia
therefore endorsed the change of government on 22nd July 1994 to rectify such evils.

This Constitution provides for us a fundamental law, which affirms our commitment to freedom,
justice, probity and accountability. It also affirms the principle that all power emanate from the
sovereign will of the people.

The fundamental rights and freedoms enshrined in this Constitution, will ensure for all time
respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms for all, without distinction
asto ethnic considerations, gender, language or religion. In acknowledging our fundamental rights
we also affirm our duties and responsibilities as citizens of this Country.

This Constitution guarantees participatory democracy that reflects the undiluted choice of the
people. The functions of the arms of government have been clearly defined, theirindependence
amply secured with adequate checks and balances to ensure that they all work harmoniously
together toward our common good.

As we usher in the second Republic and beyond we give ourselves and generations of Gambians
yet unborn this Constitution as a beacon of hope for peace and stability in our society and the good
governance of The Gambia for alltime.

In this spirit, we continue to pledge our firm allegiance to our beloved Country and pray that the
Great God of Nations will keep us all ever true to The Gambia.




Georgia

‘ ‘ e, the citizens of Georgia - whose firm will it is to establish a democratic social order,

economic freedom, and a legal and a social state; to secure universally recognised human rights
and freedoms; and to enhance state independence and peaceful relations with other peoples -
drawing on the centuries-old traditions of the statehood of the Georgian nation and the historical
and legal legacy of the Constitution of Georgia of 1921, proclaim this Constitution before God and
the nation.




onscious of their responsibility before God and man, Inspired by the determination to

promote world peace as an equal partner in a united Europe, the German people, in the exercise
of their constituent power, have adopted this Basic Law. Germans in the Lander of Baden-
Wairttemberg, Bavaria, Berlin, Brandenburg, Bremen, Hamburg, Hesse, Lower Saxony,
Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania, North Rhine-Westphalia, RhinelandPalatinate, Saarland,
Saxony, Saxony-Anhalt, Schleswig-Holstein and Thuringia have achieved the unity and freedom of
Germany in free self-determination. This Basic Law thus applies to the entire German people.




INTHE NAME OF THE ALMIGHTY GOD

We the People of Ghana,

IN EXERCISE of our natural and inalienable right to establish a framework of government which
shall secure for ourselves and posterity the blessings of liberty, equality of opportunity and
prosperity;

IN ASPIRIT of friendship and peace with all peoples of the world;

AND IN SOLEMN declaration and affirmation of our commitment to;

Freedom, Justice, Probity and Accountability,

The Principle that all powers of Government spring from the Sovereign Will of the People;
The Principle of Universal Adult Suffrage;

The Rule of Law:

The protection and preservation of Fundamental Human Rights and Freedoms, Unity and Stability
for our Nation;




United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland

THE GREAT CHARTER OF THE LIBERTIES OF ENGLAND, AND OF THE LIBERTIES OF THE

FOREST; CONFIRMED BY KING EDWARD, IN THE TWENTY-FIFTH YEAR OF HIS REIGN. EDWARD by
the Grace of God King of England, Lord of Ireland, and Duke of Guyan, to all Archbishops, Bishops,
&c. We have seen the Great Charter of the Lord Henry sometimes King of England, our Father, of
the Liberties of England in these words: HENRY by the Grace of God King of England, Lord of
Ireland, Duke of Normandy and Guyan, and Earl of Anjou, to all Archbishops, Bishops, Abbots,
Priors, Earls, Barons, Sheriffs, Provosts, Officers, and to all Bailiffs, and other our faithful Subjects,
which shall see this present Charter, Greeting: Know Ye, that We, unto the honour of Almighty
God, and for the salvation of the souls of our Progenitors and Successors [Kings of England,] to the
advancement of Holy Church and amendment of our Realm, of our meer and free will, have given
and granted to all Archbishops, Bishops, Abbots, Priors, Earls, Barons, and to all [Freemen] of this
our Realm, these Liberties following, to be kept in our Kingdom of England for ever.




hereasthe people of Grenada

have affirmed that their nation is founded upon principles that acknowledge the fatherhood and
supremacy of God and man's duties toward his fellow man;

recognise that, inasmuch as spiritual development is of supreme importance to human existence,
and the highest expression thereof, it is their aspiration to serve that end with all their strength
and resources;

firmly believe in the dignity of human values and that all men are endowed by the Creator with
egual and inalienable rights, reason, and conscience; that rights and duties are correlatives in
every social and political activity of man; and that while rights exalt individual freedom, duties
expressthe dignity of that freedom;

expresstheir respect for the rule of law; and since moral conduct constitutes the noblest flowering
of their culture and their plural heritage, regard it asthe duty of every man always to hold it in high
respect;

reiterate that the ideal of free men enjoying freedom from fear and want can be best achieved if
conditions are created whereby everyone may enjoy his economic, social and political, civil and
culturalrights;

desire that their constitution should reflect the above mentioned principles and beliefs which
represent those high ideals upon which their nation is founded, and make provision for ensuring
the protectionin Grenada of fundamental rights and freedoms

Now, therefore, the following provisions shall have effect as the Constitution of Grenada




InvokingThe Name Of God

We, The Representatives Of The People Of Guatemala, Elected Freely And Democratically,
Gathered In [the] National Constituent Assembly, With The Goal Of Legally And Politically
Organizing The State; Affirming The Primacy Of The Human Person As [the] Subject And Purpose
[fin] Of The Social Order; Recognizing The Family As The Primary And Fundamental Genesis Of The
Spiritual And Moral Values Of The Society And The State, As [the One] Responsible For Promoting
The Common Good, Of The Consolidation Of The Regime Of Legality, Security, Justice, Equality,
Freedom And Peace; Inspired By The Ideals Of Our Forefathers And Embracing [recogiendo] Qur
Traditions And Cultural Heritage; Decided To Promote The Complete Validity [vigencia] Of The
Human Rights Within A Stable, Permanent, And Popular Institutional Order, [one] Where The
Governed And The Governors [can] Proceed With Absolute Attachment To The Law;

Solemnly Decree, Sanction, And Promulgate The Following: Political Constitution Of The Republic
Of Guatemala




‘ i e, the people of Equatorial Guinea, conscious of our responsibility before God and

history;

Driven by the will to safeguard our independence, organize and consolidate our national unity;

Desirous of upholding the authentic African spirit of the positive tradition of family and communal
organization, adapting it to new social and judicial structures consistent with modern life;

Conscious that the charismatic authority of the traditional family is the foundation of the
Equatoguinean Society;

Firmly supported by the principles of social justice and solemnly reaffirmed by the rights and
liberties of men defined inthe Universal Declaration of Human Rights of October 10, 1948;




E, THE GUYANESE PEOPLE,

Proud heirs of the indomitable will of our forebears, in a spirit of reconciliation and cooperation,
proclaim this Constitution in order to:

Safeguard and build on the rich heritage, won through tireless struggle, bequeathed us by our
forebears:;

Affirm our sovereignty, our independence and our indissolubility;

Forge a system of governance that promotes concerted effort and broad-based participation in
national decision-making in order to develop a viable economy and a harmonious community
based on democratic values, social justice, fundamental human rights, and the rule of law;

Celebrate our cultural and racial diversity and strengthen our unity by eliminating any and every
form of discrimination;

Valuethe special placein our nation of the Indigenous Peoples and recognise their right as citizens
toland and security and to their promulgation of policies for their communities;

Acknowledge the aspirations of our young people who, in their own words, have declared that the
future of Guyana belongs to its young people, who aspire to live in a safe society which respects
their dignity, protects their rights, recognises their potential, listens to their voices, provides
opportunities, ensures a healthy environment and encourages people of all races to live in
harmony and peace and affirm that their declaration will be binding on our institutions and be a
part of the context of our basiclaw;

Demonstrate our commitment to protect our natural environment and endowment;

Create a republican community practically aware that the finances, industry, communications,
education, business and technology of the world are global factors affecting all in which all must
engage and from which all must benefit.

As citizens of Guyana, we adopt these fundamental laws and make provision for theiramendment
to reflect changes in our society, inspired by our collective quest for a perfect nation, whose
characteristics include the commitments, concepts, and other principles proclaimed in this
preamble.

May God protect our people.




T he Haitian people proclaim this Constitution:

To guarantee their inalienable and imprescriptible rights to life, to liberty and to the pursuit of
happiness; in accordance with their Act of Independence of 1804 and with the Universal
Declaration of the Rights of Man of 1948.

To constitute a Haitian nation, socially just, economically free, and politically independent.

To establish a State stable and strong, capable of protecting the values, the traditions, the
sovereignty, the independence and the national vision.

To implant democracy which implies ideological pluralism and political alternation and to affirm
theinviolable rights of the Haitian People.

To fortify the national unity, eliminating all discrimination between the populations, of the towns
and of the countryside, by the acceptance of the community of languages and of culture and by
the recognition of the right to progress, to information, to education, to health, to work and to
leisure for all citizens [masculine] and citizens [feminine].

To assure the separation, and the harmonious division of the powers of the State to the service of
the fundamental interests and priorities of the Nation.

To establish a governmental regime based on the fundamental liberties and the respect for human
rights, the social peace, economic equity, the equity of gender, the concerted action and the
participation of all the population in the grand decisions engaging the national life, by an effective
decentralization.

To assure to women a representation in the instances of power and of decision which must
conform tothe equality of the sexes and to equity of gender.




e, the representatives elected by the sovereign will of the Honduran people, meeting

in the National Constituent Assembly, invoking the protection of God and the example of our
founding fathers, placing our faith in the restoration of the Central American union and faithfully
interpreting the aspirations of the people who conferred upon us their mandate, hereby decree
and sanction this Constitution so as to strengthen and perpetuate a rule of law which ensures a
politically, economically and socially just society which affirms our nationality and establishes the
conditions for the full realization of man as a human being, within a context of justice, liberty,
security, stability, pluralism, peace, representative democracy and the common good.
We, the representatives elected by the sovereign will of the Honduran people, meeting in the
National Constituent Assembly, invoking the protection of God and the example of our founding
fathers, placing our faith in the restoration of the Central American union and faithfully
interpreting the aspirations of the people who conferred upon us their mandate, hereby decree
and sanction this Constitution so as to strengthen and perpetuate a rule of law which ensures a
politically, economically and socially just society which affirms our nationality and establishes the
conditions for the full realization of man as a human being, within a context of justice, liberty,
security, stability, pluralism, peace, representative democracy and the common good.




L m—————

Hunary

E,THE MEMBERSOFTHE HUNGARIAN NATION, atthe beginning of the new

millennium, with a sense of responsibility for every Hungarian, hereby proclaim the following:

We are proud that our king Saint Stephen built the Hungarian State on solid ground and made our
country a part of Christian Europe one thousand years ago.

We are proud of our forebears who fought for the survival, freedom and independence of our
country.

We are proud of the outstandingintellectual achievements of the Hungarian people.

We are proud that our people has over the centuries defended Europe in a series of struggles and
enriched Europe’s common values with its talent and diligence.

We recognise the role of Christianity in preserving nationhood. We value the various religious
traditions of our country.

We promiseto preserve the intellectual and spiritual unity of our nation torn apart in the storms of
the last century. The nationalities living with us form part

ofthe Hungarian political community and are constituent parts of the State.

We commit to promoting and safeguarding our heritage, our unique language, Hungarian culture,
the languages and cultures of nationalities living in Hungary,

along with all man-made and natural assets of the Carpathian Basin. We bear responsibility for our
descendants; therefore we shall protect the living conditions

of future generations by making prudent use of our material, intellectual and natural resources.
We believe that our national culture is a rich contribution to the diversity of European unity.

We respect the freedom and culture of other nations, and shall strive to cooperate with every
nation of the world.

We hold that human existence is based on human dignity.
We hold that individual freedom can only be complete in cooperation with others.

We hold that the family and the nation constitute the principal framework of our coexistence, and
that our fundamental cohesive values are fidelity, faith and love.

We hold that the strength of community and the honour of each person are based on labour, an
achievement of the human mind.

We hold that we have a general duty to help the vulnerable and the poor.
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We hold that the common goal of citizens and the State is to achieve the highest
possible measure of well-being, safety, order, justice and liberty.

We hold that democracy is only possible where the State serves its citizens and administers their
affairsin an equitable manner, without prejudice or abuse.

We honour the achievements of our historical constitution and we honour the Holy Crown, which
embodies the constitutional continuity of Hungary’s statehood and the unity of the nation.

We do not recognise the suspension of our historical constitution due to foreign occupations. We
deny any statute of limitations for the inhuman crimes committed against the Hungarian nation
and its citizens under the national socialist and communist dictatorships.

We do not recognise the communist constitution of 1949, since it was the basis for tyrannical rule;
therefore we proclaimit to be invalid.

We agree with the members of the first free Parliament, which proclaimed as its first decision that
our current liberty was born of our 1956 Revolution.

We date the restoration of our country’s self-determination, lost on the nineteenth day of March
1944, from the second day of May 1990, when the first

freely elected body of popular representation was formed. We shall consider this date to be the
beginning of our country’s new democracy and constitutional

order.

We hold that after the decades of the twentieth century which led to a state of moral decay, we
have an abiding need for spiritual and intellectual renewal.

We trust in a jointly-shaped future and the commitment of younger generations. We believe that
our children and grandchildren will make Hungary great again with their talent, persistence and
moral strength.

Our Fundamental Law shall be the basis of our legal order: it shall be a covenant among
Hungarians past, present and future; a living framework which expresses the nation’s will and the
formin which we wanttolive.

We, the citizens of Hungary, are ready to found the order of our country upon the common
endeavours of the nation.




®

Republic of India

‘ i E, THE PECQPLE OF INDIA, having solemnly resolved to constitute India into a

SOVEREIGN SOCIALIST SECULAR DEMOCRATICREPUBLIC

andtosecureto allits citizens:

JUSTICE, social, economic and political;

LIBERTY of thought, expression, belief, faith and worship;

EQUALITY of status and of opportunity and to promote amongthemall;

FRATERNITY assuring the dinity of the individual and the unity and integrity ofthe Nation;

IN QUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY this twenty-sixth day of November, 1949, do HEREBY ADOPT,
ENACT AND GIVE TOOQURSELVESTHIS CONSTITUTION.




A S ——

Republic of Indonesia

hereas independence is the inalienable right of all nations, therefore, all colonialism

must be abolished in this world asitis not in conformity with humanity and justice;

And the moment of rejoicing has arrived in the struggle of the Indonesian independence
movement to guide the people safely and well to the gate of the independence of the state of
Indonesia which shall be independent, united, sovereign, justand prosperous;

By the grace of God Almighty and motivated by the noble desire to live a free national life, the
people of Indonesia hereby declare theirindependence.

Subsequent thereto, to form a government of the state of Indonesia which shall protect all the
people of Indonesia and all the independence and the land that has been struggled for, and to
improve public welfare, to educate the life of the people and to participate toward the
establishment of a world order based on freedom, perpetual peace and social justice, therefore
the independence of Indonesia shall be formulated into a constitution of the Republic of Indonesia
which shall be built into a sovereign state based on a belief in the One and Only God, just and
civilised humanity, the unity of Indonesia, and democratic life led by wisdom of thoughts in
deliberation amongst representatives of the people, and achieving social justice for all the people
of Indonesia.
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nthe Name of Allah, the Compassicnate, the Merciful

We sent aforetime Our apostles with clear signs, and sent down with them the Book and the Balance
that men may uphold justice... (57:25)

The Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran sets forth the cultural, social, political, and economic
institutions of Iranian society on the basis of Islamic principles and norms, which represent the
earnest aspiration of the Islamic Ummah. This basic aspiration was made explicit by the very nature of
the great Islamic Revolution of Iran, as well as the course of the Muslim people's struggle, from its

beginning until victory, as reflected in the decisive and forceful slogans raised by all segments of the
populations. Now, at the threshold of this great victory, our nation, with all its being, seeks its
fulfilment.

The basic characteristic of this revolution, which distinguishes it from other movements that have
taken place in Iran during the past hundred years, is its ideological and Islamic nature. After
experiencing the anti-despotic constitutional movement and the anticolonialist movement centred
on the nationalization of the oil industry, the Muslim people of Iran learned from this costly
experience that the obvious and fundamental reason for the failure of those movements was their
lack of an ideological basis. Although the Islamic line of thought and the direction provided by militant
religious leaders played an essential role in the recent movements, nonetheless, the struggles waged
in the course of those movements quickly fell into stagnation due to departure from genuine Islamic
positions. Thus it was that the awakened conscience of the nation, under the leadership of the
eminent marji' al-taqlid, Ayatullah al-'Uzma Imam Khumayni, came to perceive the necessity of
pursuing an authentically Islamic and ideological line in its struggles. And this time, the militant
'ulama’ of the country, who had always been in the forefront of popular movements, together with
the committed writers and intellectuals, found new impetus by following his leadership. {The
beginning of the most recent movement of the Iranian people is to be put at 1382 of the lunar Islamic
calendar, corresponding to 1341 of the solar Islamic calendar [1962 of the Christian calendar]).

The Dawn of the Movement.

The devastating protest of Imam Khumaynf against the American conspiracy known as the "White
Revolution”, which was a step intended to stabilize the foundations of despotic rule and to reinforce
the political, cultural, and economic dependence of Iran an world imperialism, brought into being a
united movement of the people and, immediately afterwards, a momentous revolution of the
Muslim nation in the month of Khurdad, 1342 [June 1963]. Although this revolution was drowned in
blood, in reality it heralded the beginning of the blossoming of a glorious and massive uprising, which
confirmed the central role of Imam Khumaynf as an Islamic leader. Despite his exile from Iran after his




protest against the humiliating law of capitulation {which provided legal immunity for American
advisers), the firm bond between the Imam and the people endured, and the Muslim nation,
particularly committed intellectuals and militant 'ulama’, continued their struggle in the face of
banishment and imprisonment, torture and execution.

Throughout this time, the conscious and responsible segment of society was bringing enlightenment
to the people from the strongholds of the mosques, centres of religious teaching, and universities.
Drawing inspiration from the revolutionary and fertile teachings of Islam, they began the unrelenting
yet fruitful struggle of raising the level of ideological awareness and revolutionary consciousness of
the Muslim people. The despotic regime which had begun the suppression of the Islamic movement
with barbaric attacks on the Faydiyyah Madrasah, Tehran University, and all other active centres of
revelution, in an effort to evade the revolutionary anger of the people, resorted to the most savage
and brutal measures. And in these circumstances, execution by firing squads, endurance of medieval
tortures, and long terms of imprisonment were the price our Muslim nation had to pay to prove its
firm resolve to continue the struggle. The Islamic Revolution of Iran was nurtured by the blood of
hundreds of young men and women, infused with faith, who raised their cries of "Allahu Akbar" at
daybreak in execution yards, or were gunned down by the enemy in streets and marketplaces.
Meanwhile, the continuing declarations and messages of the Imam that were issued on various
occasions, extended and deepened the consciousness and determination of the Muslim nation to the
utmost.

Islamic Government.

The plan of the Islamic government based upon wilayat al-fagih, as proposed by Imam Khumayni at
the height of the period of repression and strangulation practised by the despotic regime, produced a
new specific, and streamlined motive for the Muslim people, opening up before them the true path of
Islamic ideological struggle, and giving greater intensity to the struggle of militant and committed
Muslims both within the country and abroad.

The movement continued on this course until finally popular dissatisfaction and intense rage of the
public caused by the constantly increasing repression at home, and the projection of the struggle at
the international level after exposure of the regime by the 'ulama’ and militant students, shook the
foundations of the regime violently. The regime and its sponsors were compelled to decrease the
intensity of repression and to "liberalize" the political atmosphere of the country. This, they imagined,
will serve as a safety valve, which would prevent their eventual downfall. But the people, aroused,
censcious, and resolute under the decisive and unfaltering leadership of the Imam, embarked on a
triumphant, unified, comprehensive, and countrywide uprising.

The Wrath of the People.

The publication of an outrageous article meant to malign the revered 'ulama’ and in particular Imam
KhumaynT on 15 Day, 1356 [January 7, 1978] by the ruling regime accelerated the revolutionary
movement and caused an outburst of popular outrage across the country. The regime attempted to
quell the volcano of the people's anger by drowning the protest and uprising in blood, but the
bloodshed only quickened the pulse rate of the Revolution. The seventh-day and fortieth-day
commemorations of the martyrs of the Revolution, like a series of steady heartbeats, gave greater
vitality, intensity, vigour, and solidarity to this movement all over the country. In the course of this
popular movement, the employees of all government establishments took an active part in the effort
to overthrow the tyrannical regime by calling a general strike and participating in street
demonstrations. The widespread solidarity of men and women of all segments of society and of all
political and religious factions, played a clearly determining role in the struggle. Especially the women
were actively and massively present in a most conspicuous manner at all stages of this great struggle.
The common sight of mothers with infants in their arms rushing towards the scene of battle and in
front of the barrels of machine-guns indicated the essential and decisive role played by this major
segment of society in the struggle.

The Price the Nation Paid.




After slightly more than a year of continuous and unrelenting struggle, the sapling of the Revolution,
watered by the blood of more than 60,000 martyrs and 100,000 wounded and disabled, not to
mention billions of tumans' worth of property damage, came to bear fruit amidst the cries of
"Independence! Freedoml! Islamic government!” This great movement, which attained victory
through reliance upon faith, unity, and the decisiveness of its leadership at every critical and sensitive
juncture, as well as the self-sacrificing spirit of the people, succeeded in upsetting all the calculations
of imperialism and destroying all its connections and institutions, thereby opening a new chapter in
the history of all embracing popular revolutions of the world.

Bahman 21 and 22, 1357 [February 12 and 13, 1979] witnessed the collapse of the monarchical
regime; domestic tyranny and foreign domination, both of which were based upon it, were shattered.
This great success proved to be the vanguard of Islamic government--a long-cherished desire of the
Muslim people--and brought with it the glad tidings of final victory.

Unanimously, and with the participation of the maraji' al-taqlid, the 'ulama' of Islam, and the
leadership, the Iranian people declared their final and firm decision, in the referendum on the Islamic
Repubilic, to bring about a new political system, that of the Islamic Republic. A 98.2% majority of the
people voted for this system. The Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran, setting forth as it does
the political, social, cultural, and economic institutions and their relations that are to exist in society,
must now provide for the consolidation of the foundations of Islamic government, and propose the
plan of a new system of government to be erected on the ruins of the previous taghuti order.

The Form of Governmentin Islam.

In the view of Islam, government does not derive from the interests of a class, nor does it serve the
domination of an individual or agroup. It represents rather the crystallization of the political ideal of a
people who bear a common faith and common outlook, taking an organized form in order to initiate
the process of intellectual and ideological evolution towards the final goal, i.e., movement towards
Allah. Our nation, in the course of its revolutionary developments, has cleansed itself of the dust and
impurities that accumulated during the taghuti past and purged itself of foreign ideological
influences, returning to authentic intellectual standpoints and world-view of Islam. It now intends to
establish an ideal and model society on the basis of Islamic norms. The mission of the Constitution is
to realize the ideclogical objectives of the movement and to create conditions conducive to the
development of man in accordance with the noble and universal values of Islam.

With due attention to the Islamic content of the Iranian Revolution, which has been a movement
aimed at the triumph of all the mustad'afun over the mustakbirun, the Constitution provides the
necessary basis for ensuring the continuation of the Revolution at home and abroad. In particular, in
the development of international relations, the Constitution will strive with other Islamic and popular
movements to prepare the way for the formation of a single world community {in accordance with
the Qur'anic verse "This your community is a single community, and | am your Lord, so worship Me"
[21:92]), and to assure the continuation of the struggle for the liberation of all deprived and
oppressed peoples inthe world.

With due attention to the essential character of this great movement, the Constitution guarantees
the rejection of all forms of intellectual and social tyranny and economic moncpely, and aims at
entrusting the destinies of the people to the people themselves in order to break completely with the
system of oppression. (This is in accordance with the Qur'anic verse "He removes from them their
burdens and the fetters that were upon them" [7:157]).

In creating, on the basis of ideological outlook, the political infrastructures and institutions that are
the foundation of society, the righteous will assume the responsibility of governing and administering
the country (in accordance with the Qur'anic verse "Verily My righteous servants shall inherit the
earth" [21:105]). Legislation setting forth regulations for the administration of society will revolve
around the Qur'an and the Sunnah. Accordingly, the exercise of meticulous and earnest supervision
by just, pious, and committed scholars of Islam (al-fugaha' al-'udul) is an absclute necessity. In
addition, the aim of government is to foster the growth of man in such a way that he progresses
towards the establishment of a Divine order (in accordance with the Qur'anic phrase "And toward




God is the journeying” [3:28]); and to create favourable conditions for the emergence and blossoming
of man's innate capacities, so that the theomorphic dimensions of the human being are manifested
{in accordance with the injunction of the Prophet (8}, "Mould yourselves according to the Divine
morality"); this goal cannot be attained without the active and broad participation of all segments of
society inthe process of social development.

With due attention to this goal, the Constitution provides the basis of such participation by all
members of society at all stages of the political decision-making process on which the destiny of the
country depends. In this way, during the course of human development towards perfection, each
individual will himself be involved in, and responsible for the growth, advancement, and leadership of
society. Precisely in this lies the realization of the government of the mustad'afun upon the earth (in
accordance with the Qur'anic verse "And we wish to show favour to those who have been oppressed
upon earth, and to make them leaders and the inheritors" [28:5]).

The Wilayah of the lust Fagih.

In keeping with the principles of governance [wilayat al-'amr] and the perpetual necessity of
leadership [imamah], the Constitution provides for the establishment of leadership by a fagih
possessing the necessary qualifications [jami' al-shara'it.] and recognized as leader by the people
{this is in accordance with the hadith "The direction of [public] affairs is in the hands of those who are
learned concerning God and are trustworthy in matters pertaining to what He permits and forbids"
[Tuhaf al-'uqul, p. 178]). Such leadership will prevent any deviation by the various organs of State
from their essential Islamic duties.

The Economyisa MeansNotan End.

In strengthening the foundations of the economy, the fundamental consideration will be fulfillment
of the material needs of man in the course of his overall growth and development. This principle
contrasts with other economic systems, where the aim is concentration and accumulation of wealth
and maximization of profit. In materialist schools of thought, the economy represents an end in itself,
sothat it comesto be a subversive and corrupting factorin the course of man's development. In Islam,
the economy is a means, and all that is required of a means is that it should be an efficient factor
contributing to the attainment of the ultimate goal.

From this viewpoint, the economic programme of Islam consists of providing the means needed for
the emergence of the various creative capacities of the human being. Accordingly, it is the duty of the
Islamic government to furnish all citizens with equal and appropriate opportunities, to provide them
with work, and to satisfy their essential needs, so that the course of their progress may be assured.

Woman in the Constitution.

Through the creation of Islamic social infrastructures, all the elements of humanity that hitherto
served the multifaceted foreign exploitation shall regain their true identity and human rights. As a
part of this process, it is only natural that women should benefit from a particularly large
augmentation of their rights, because of the greater oppression that they suffered under the taghuti
regime.

The family is the fundamental unit of society and the main centre for the growth and edification of
human being. Compatibility with respect to belief and ideal, which provides the primary basis for
man’s development and growth, is the main consideration in the establishment of a family. It is the
duty of the Islamic government to provide the necessary facilities for the attainment of this goal. This
view of the family unit delivers woman from being regarded as an cbject or as an instrument in the
service of promoting consumerism and exploitation. Not only does woman recover thereby her
momentous and precicus function of motherhood, rearing ofideologically committed human beings,
she also assumes a pioneering social role and becomes the fellow struggler of man in all vital areas of
life. Given the weighty responsibilities that woman thus assumes, she is accorded in Islam great value
and nobility.

An |deological Army.




In the formation and equipping of the country's defence forces, due attention must be paid to faith
and ideology as the basic criteria. Accordingly, the Army of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Islamic
Revolutionary Guards Corps are to be organized in conformity with this goal, and they will be
responsible not only for guarding and preserving the frontiers of the country, but also for fulfilling the
ideological mission of jihad in God's way; that is, extending the sovereignty of God's law throughout
the world (this is in accordance with the Qur'anic verse "Prepare against them whatever force you are
able to muster, and strings of horses, striking fear into the enemy of God and your enemy, and others
besidesthem" [8:60]).

The Judiciary in the Constitution.

The judiciary is of vital importance in the context of safeguarding the rights of the people in
accordance with the line followed by the Islamic movement, and the prevention of deviations within
the Islamic nation. Provision has therefore been made for the creation of a judicial system based on
Islamic justice and operated by just judges with meticulous knowledge of the Islamic laws. This
system, because of its essentially sensitive nature and the need for full ideological conformity, must
be free from every kind of unhealthy relation and connection (this is in accordance with the Qur'anic
verse "When you judge among the people, judge with justice” [4:58]).

Executive Power.

Considering the particular importance of the executive power in implementing the laws and
ordinances of Islam for the sake of establishing the rule of just relations over society, and considering,
too, its vital role in paving the way for the attainment of the ultimate goal of life, the executive power
must work toward the creation of an Islamic society. Consequently, the confinement of the executive
power within any kind of complex and inhibiting system that delays orimpedes the attainment of this
goal is rejected by Islam. Therefore, the system of bureaucracy, the result and product of taghuti
forms of government, will be firmly cast away, so that an executive system that functions efficiently

and swiftly in the fulfilment of its administrative commitments comes into existence.
MassCommunication Media.

The mass-communication media, radio and television, must serve the diffusion of Islamic culture in
pursuit of the evolutionary course of the Islamic Revolution. To this end, the media should be used as
a forum for healthy encounter of different ideas, but they must strictly refrain from diffusion and
propagation of destructive and anti-Islamic practices. Itis incumbent on all to adhere to the principles
of this Constitution, for it regards as its highest aim the freedom and dignity of the human race and
provides for the growth and development of the human being. It is also necessary that the Muslim
people should participate actively in the construction of Islamic society by selecting competent and
believing [mu'min] officials and keeping close and constant watch on their performance. They may
then hope for success in building an ideal Islamic society that can be a model for all people of the
world and a witness to its perfection (in accordance with the Qur'anic verse "Thus We made you a
median community, that you might be witnesses to men" [2:143]).

Representatives.

The Assembly of Experts, composed of representatives of the people, completed its task of framing
the Constitution, on the basis of the draft proposed by the government as well as all the proposals
received from different groups of the people, in one hundred and seventy-five articles arranged in
twelve chapters, on the eve of the fifteenth century after the migration of the Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings be upon him and his Family), the founder of the redeeming school of Islam, and in
accordance with the aims and aspirations set out above, with the hope that this century will witness
the establishment of a universal government of the mustad'afun and the downfall of all the
mustakbirun.




T —— SE——

Q@mmlig of Iraq

nthe name of God, the Most merciful, the Most compassionate

"We have honored the sons of Adam"

We, the people of Mesopotamia, the homeland of the apostles and prophets, resting place of the virtuous
imams, cradle of civilization, crafters of writing, and home of numeration. Upon our land the first law made
by man was passed, and the oldest pact of just governance was inscribed, and upon our soil the saints and
companions of the Prophet prayed, philosophers and scientists theorized, and writers and poets excelled;

Acknowledging God's right over us, and in fulfillment of the call of our homeland and citizens, and in a
response to the call of our religious and national leaderships and the determination of our great authorities
and of our leaders and politicians, and in the midst of international support from our friends and those who
love us, marched for the first time in our history towards the ballot boxes by the millions, men and women,
young and old, on the thirtieth of January 2005, invoking the pains of sectarian oppression inflicted by the
autocratic clique and inspired by the tragedies of Irag's martyrs, Shiite and Sunni, Arabs and Kurds and
Turkmen and from all other components of the people, and recollecting the darkness of the ravage of the
holy cities and the South in the Sha'abaniyya uprising and burnt by the flames of grief of the mass graves, the
marshes, Al-Dujail and others and articulating the sufferings of racial oppression in the massacres of
Halabcha, Barzan, Anfal and the Fayli Kurds and inspired by the ordeals of the Turkmen in Bashir and the
sufferings of the people of the westernregion, asis the casein the remaining areas of Irag where the people
suffered from the liquidation of their leaders, symbols, and Sheiks and from the displacement of their skilled
individuals and from drying out of its cultural and intellectual wells, so we sought hand in hand and shoulder
to shoulder to create our new lIrag, the Irag of the future, free from sectarianism, racism, complex of
regional attachment, discrimination, and exclusion.

Accusations of being infidels, and terrorism did not stop us from marching forward to build a nation of law.
Sectarianism and racism have not stopped us from marching together to strengthen our national unity,
following the path of peaceful transfer of power, adopting the course of just distribution of resources, and
providing equal opportunity for all.

We, the people of Irag, who have just risen from our stumble, and who are looking with confidence to the
future through a republican, federal, democratic, pluralistic system, have resolved with the determination
of our men, women, elderly, and youth to respect the rule of law, to establish justice and equality, to cast
aside the politics of aggression, to pay attention to women and their rights, the elderly and their concerns,
and children and their affairs, to spread the culture of diversity, and to defuse terrorism.

We, the people of Irag, of all components and across the spectrum, have taken upon ourselves to decide
freely and by choice to unite our future, to take lessons from yesterday for tomorrow, and to enact this
permanent Constitution, through the values and ideals of the heavenly messages and the findings of science
and man's civilization. The adherence to this Constitution preserves for Irag its free union of people, of land,
and of sovereignty.




Ireland

In the Name of the Maost Holy Trinity, from Whom is all authority and to Whom, as our final

end, all actions both of men and States must be referred, We, the people of Eire, Humbly
acknowledging all our obligations to our Divine Lord, Jesus Christ, Who sustained our fathers
through centuries of trial, Gratefully remembering their heroic and unremitting struggle to regain
the rightful independence of our Nation, And seeking to promote the common good, with due
observance of Prudence, Justice and Charity, so that the dignity and freedom of the individual may
be assured, true social order attained, the unity of our country restored, and concord established
with other nations, Do hereby adopt, enact, and give to ourselves this Constitution.




e the people of Solomon Islands, proud of the wisdom and the worthy customs of our

ancestors, mindful of our common and diverse heritage and conscious of our commeon destiny, do
now, underthe guidinghand of God, establish the sovereign democratic State of Solomon Islands;

As a basis of our united nation
DECLARE that

all power in Solomon islands belongs to its people and is exercised on their behalf by the
legislature, the executive and the judiciary established by this Constitution;

the natural resources of our country are vested in the people and the government of Solomon
Islands;

AGREE AND PLEDGE that

our government shall be based on democratic principles of universal suffrage and the
responsibility of executive authorities to elected assemblies;

we shalluphold the principles of equality, social justice and the equitable distribution of incomes;

we shall respect and enhance human dignity and strengthen and build on our communal
solidarity;

we shall cherish and promote the different cultural traditions within Solomon Islands;

we shall ensure the participation of our people in the governance of their affairs and provide
within the framework of our national unity for the decentralisation of power;

AND for these purposes we now give ourselves this Constitution.




e, the Japanese people, acting through our duly elected representatives in the

National Diet, determined that we shall secure for ourselves and our posterity the fruits of
peaceful cooperation with all nations and the blessings of liberty throughout this land, and
resolved that never again shall we be visited with the horrors of war through the action of
government, do proclaim that sovereign power resides with the people and do firmly establish
this Constitution. Government is a sacred trust of the people, the authority for which is derived
from the people, the powers of which are exercised by the representatives of the people, and the
benefits of which are enjoyed by the people. This is a universal principle of mankind upon which
this Constitution is founded. We reject and revoke all constitutions, laws, ordinances, and
rescriptsin conflict herewith.

We, the Japanese people, desire peace for all time and are deeply conscious of the high ideals
controlling human relationship, and we have determined to preserve our security and existence,
trusting in the justice and faith of the peace- loving peoples of the world. We desire to occupy an
honored place in an international society striving for the preservation of peace, and the
banishment of tyranny and slavery, oppression and intolerance for all time from the earth. We
recognize that all peoples of the world have the right to live in peace, free from fearand want.

We believe that no nation is responsible to itself alone, but that laws of political morality are
universal; and that obedience to such laws is incumbent upon all nations who would sustain their
own sovereignty and justify their sovereign relationship with other nations.

We, theJapanese people, pledge our national honor to accomplish these high ideals and purposes
with all our resources.




e, the people of Kazakhstan,

united by acommon historicfate,

creating astate ontheindigenous Kazakh land,
considering ourselves a peace-loving and civil society,
dedicated tothe ideals of freedom, equality and concord,
wishing to take a worthy place in the world community,

realizing our high responsibility before the present and future generations,

proceeding from our sovereignright,

acceptthis Constitution.
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Republic of Kenya

e, the people of Kenya -

ACKNOWLEDGING the supremacy ofthe Almighty God of all creation:
HONOURING those who heroically struggled to bring freedom and justice to ourland:

PROUD of our ethnic, cultural and religious diversity, and determined to live in peace and unity as
one indivisible sovereign nation:

RESPECTFUL of the environment, which is our heritage, and determined to sustain it for the
benefit of future generations:

COMMITTED to nurturing and protecting the well-being of the individual, the family, communities
andthe nation:

RECOGNISING the aspirations of all Kenyans for a government based on the essential values of
human rights, equality, freedom, demaocracy, social justice and the rule of law:

EXERCISING our sovereign and inalienable right to determine the form of governance of our
country and having participated fully in the making of this Constitution:

ADOPT, ENACT and give this Constitution to ourselves and to our future generations.




‘ i e, Talal the First, King of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, in accordance with Article

25 of the Constitution, and in pursuance of the decision of the Senate and the House of
Representatives, hereby approve the following amended Constitution and decree its
promulgation.




i ‘ e the people of Kiribati, acknowledging God as the Almighty Father in whom we put

our trust, and with faith in the enduring value of our traditions and heritage, do now grant
ourselves this Constitution establishing a sovereign democratic State.

Inimplementing this Constitution, we declare that—

the will of the people shall ultimately be paramount in the conduct of the government of Kiribati;

the principles of equality and justice shall be upheld;
the natural resources of Kiribati are vested in the people and their Government;

we shall continue to cherish and uphold the customs and traditions of Kiribati.




‘ i e the people of Korea, proud of a resplendent history and traditions dating from time

immemorial, upholding the cause of the Provisional Republic of Korea Government born of the
March First Independence Movement of 1919 and the democratic ideals of the April Nineteenth
Uprising of 1960 against injustice, having assumed the mission of democratic reform and peaceful
unification of our homeland and having determined to consolidate national unity with justice,
humanitarianism and brotherly love, and

To destroy all social vices and injustice, and

To afford egual opportunities to every person and provide for the fullest development of
individual capabilities in all fields, including political, economic, civic and cultural life by further
strengthening the free democratic basic order conducive to private initiative and public harmony,
and

To help each person discharge those duties and responsibilities concomitant to freedoms and
rights, and

To elevate the quality of life for all citizens and contribute to lasting world peace and the common
prosperity of mankind and thereby to ensure security, liberty and happiness for ourselves and our
posterity forever,

Do hereby amend, through national referendum following a resolution by the National Assembly,
the Constitution, ordained and established on the Twelfth Day of July anno Domini Nineteen
hundred and forty-eight, and amended eight times subsequently.
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Democratic People’s Republic of Korea

WO o

T he Democratic People's Republic of Korea is the socialist motherland of Juche where the

ideas and leadership ofthe great Comrades Kim |l Sung and Kim Jong | are applied.

The great Comrade Kim Il Sung was the founder of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea and
the father of socialist Korea.

Comrade Kim Il Sung authored the immortal Juche idea and, by organizing and leading the anti-
Japanese revolutionary struggle under its banner, created the glorious revolutionary traditions
and achieved the historic cause of national restoration. He laid solid foundations for the building
of an independent and sovereign State in the political, economic, cultural and military fields, and
based on them, founded the Democratic People's Republic of Korea.

Having put forward Juche-oriented revolutionary lines, Comrade Kim Il Sung wisely led various
stages of social revolution and construction work, thus strengthening and developing the
Democratic People's Republic of Korea into a socialist country centred on the masses, into a
socialist State which is independent, self-sufficient and self-reliant in defence.

Comrade Kim Il Sung elucidated the fundamental principles governing the building and activities
of the State, established an ideal State and social system, an ideal mode of politics and an ideal
system and ideal methods for administering society, and laid solid foundations for the prosperity
of the socialist motherland and for the inheritance and completion of the revolutionary cause of
Juche.

The great Comrade Kim Jong |l was a peerless patriot and defender of socialist Korea who, true to
the ideas and cause of Comrade Kim Il Sung, strengthened and developed the Democratic People's
Republic of Korea into Kim Il Sung's State and placed the dignity and power of the nation on the
highest everplane.

Comrade Kim Jong Il developed in depth and in an all-round way the immortal Juche idea and
Songun idea authored by Comrade Kim Il Sung, further perfecting them as ideas guiding the era of
independence, and ensured the continuity of the Korean revolution by firmly defending the
revolutionary traditions of Juche and carrying them forward in their purity and entirety.

In the face of the collapse of the world socialist system and the vicious offensive of the imperialist
allied forces to stifle the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Comrade Kim Jong Il administered
Songun politics; thus he safeguarded with honour the achievements of socialism which are the
precious legacy of Comrade Kim Il Sung, developed the DPRK into an invincible politico-ideological
power, a nuclear state and an unchallengeable military power, and opened a broad avenue for the
building of a powerful socialist country.

Regarding “The people are my God” as theirmaxim, Comrades Kim |l Sung and Kim Jong Il always
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mixed with the people, devoted their whole lives to them and turned the whole of society into a
large family which is united in one mind by taking care of the people and leading them through
their noble benevolent politics.

The great Comrades Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong Il are the sun of the nation and the lodestar of
national reunification. Regarding the reunification of the country as the supreme national task,
they devoted all their efforts and care for its realization. They made the Democratic People's
Republic of Korea a powerful bastion for national reunification. At the same time, they set out the
fundamental principle and ways of achieving national reunification and developed the movement
for national reunification into a nationwide movement, opening the way for completing the cause
of reunification through the united efforts ofthe whole nation.

The great Comrades Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong Il clarified the basicideals of the foreign policy of the
Democratic People's Republic of Korea. On the basis of this, they expanded and developed the
country's foreign relations and ensured that the international prestige of the Democratic People's
Republic of Korea was exalted. As veteran world statesmen, they opened up a new era of
independence, carried out energetic activities for strengthening and developing the socialist
movement and the non-aligned movement, as well as for world peace and for friendship among
peoples, and made an imperishable contribution to the cause of humanindependence.

Comrade Kim Il Sung and Comrade Kim Jong Il were geniuses of ideology and theory, masters of
the leadership art, ever-victorious iron-willed brilliant commanders, great revolutionaries and
statesmen, and great men.

The greatideas of Comrade Kim Il Sung and Comrade Kim Jong Il and the great achievements made
under their leadership are the lasting treasures of the Korean revolution and the basic guarantee
for the prosperity of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, and the Kumsusan Palace of the
Sun where Comrade Kim Il Sung and Comrade Kim Jong Il are preserved in their lifetime
appearance is a grand monument to their immortality and a symbol of the dignity and eternal
sanctuary of the entire Korean nation.

Under the leadership of the Workers' Party of Korea, the Democratic People's Republic of Korea
and the Korean people will uphold the great Comrades Kim |l Sung and Kim Jong Il as the eternal
leaders of Juche Korea, and will carry the revolutionary cause of Juche through to completion by
defending and carrying forward theirideas and achievements.

The Socialist Constitution of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea shall, as the codification of
the Juche-oriented ideas of the great Comrades Kim |l Sung and Kim Jong |l on State building and
their exploitsinit, be called Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong |l Constitution.




State of Kuwait

In the Name of God the Compassionate, the Merciful

We, Abdallah Al Salem Al Sabah, Amir of the State of Kuwait,
Desirous of fulfilling all of the exigencies of democraticrule in our beloved homeland;

Confidentintherole this Nation can play inthe wake of Arab nationalism, of service to world peace
and of civilization;

Striving towards a better future in which the Nation may enjoy an abundance of comfort and a
higher international standing, a future which shall provide citizens with ample political freedom,
eguality and social justice as well, which shall brace the props of those traits in which the Arab
spirit is kneaded such as pride in the dignity of the individual, jealous watch over the commune
bonum, counselin rule and safeguard of the homeland's unity and stability;

After perusal of Ordinance No. 1/1962 regarding the organic system of rule during the transitional
period;

And in accordance with the decision of the Constituent Assembly:

Hereby sanction and promulgate this Constitution.




Kyrgyz Republic (Kyrgyzstan)

e, the people of Kyrgyzstan,

Paying tribute to the memory of heroes who rendered life for freedom of the people;
Confirming adherence to the goal to build free, independent and democratic state whose highest
values are the individual, his / her life, health, rights and freedoms; Expressing unstinting
conviction in the future of the country and firm will to develop and enhance the Kyrgyz statehood,
protect state sovereignty and unity of the people, to develop their language and culture;
Aspiring to root the rule of law as well as ensure social justice, economic welfare and spiritual
development of the people;

Acting on behest of our ancestors to live in peace and accord, in harmony with nature, hereby
adopt the present Constitution.




e e

Lao People’'s Democratic Republic

he multi-ethnic Lao people have existed and developed on this beloved land for thousands

of years. Starting from the middle of the 14th century, during the time of Chao Fa Ngum, our
ancestors founded the unified Lane Xang country and built it into a prosperous land. Since the
18th century, the Lao land has been repeatedly threatened and invaded by outside powers. Our
people enhanced the heroic and unyielding traditions of their ancestors and continually and
persistently fought to gainindependence and freedom.

Since the 1930's, under the correct leadership of the former Indochinese Communist Party and
the present Lao People's Revolutionary Party, the multi-ethnic Lao people have carried out
difficult and arduous struggles full of great sacrifices until they managed to crush the yokes of
domination and oppression of the colonial and feudal regimes, completely liberate the country
and establish the Lao People's Democratic Republic on 2 December 1975, thus opening a new era
—an era of genuine independence for the country and freedom for the people. During [the years]
since the country has been liberated, our people have together been implementing the two
strategic tasks of defending and building the country, especially the undertaking of reforms in
order to mobilize the resources within the nation to preserve the people's democratic regime and
create conditions to move towards socialism. Now, in this new period, the social life requires that
the State must have a constitution. This Constitution isthe constitution ofthe people's democratic
regime in our country. It recognizes the great achievements of our people in the course of their
struggles for national liberation [and their] protection and construction of the country[,] and [it]
defines the political regime, the socio-economic system, the regimes of national security, defence
and foreign affairs, the rights and obligations of citizens and the system of organization of state
apparatus in the new period. This is the first time in the history of our nation that the right of self-
determination of the people has been defined in the fundamental law of the country. This
Constitution is the fruit of the process of the people's discussions throughout the country. It
reflects the long-standing aspirations and strong determination of the national community to
strive together to fulfil the objective of building Laos into a country of peace, independence,
democracy, unity and prosperity.




Republic of Latvia

T he people of Latvia, in freely elected Constitutional Assembly, have adopted the following

State Constitution: The State of Latvia, proclaimed on 18 November 1918, has been established by
uniting historical Latvian lands and on the basis of the unwavering will of the Latvian nation to have
its own State and its inalienable right of self-determination in order to guarantee the existence
and development of the Latvian nation, its language and culture throughout the centuries, to
ensure freedom and promote welfare of the people of Latvia and each individual. The people of
Latvia won their State in the War of Liberation. They consolidated the system of government and
adopted the Constitution in a freely elected Constitutional Assembly. The people of Latvia did not
recognise the occupation regimes, resisted them and regained their freedom by restoring national
independence on 4 May 1990 on the basis of continuity of the State. They honour their freedom
fighters, commemorate victims of foreign powers, condemn the Communist and Nazi totalitarian
regimes and their crimes. Latvia as democratic, socially responsible and national state is based on
the rule of law and on respect for human dignity and freedom; it recognises and protects
fundamental human rights and respects ethnic minorities. The people of Latvia protect their
sovereignty, national independence, territory, territorial integrity and democratic system of
government of the State of Latvia. Since ancient times, the identity of Latvia in the European
cultural space has been shaped by Latvian and Liv traditions, Latvian folk wisdom, the Latvian
language, universal human and Christian values. Loyalty to Latvia, the Latvian language as the only
official language, freedom, equality, solidarity, justice, honesty, work ethic and family are the
foundations of a cohesive society. Each individual takes care of oneself, one's relatives and the
common good of society by acting responsibly toward other people, future generations, the
environment and nature. While acknowledging its equal status in the international community,
Latvia protects its national interests and promotes sustainable and democratic development of a
united Europe and the world. God, bless Latvial




Leba non is a sovereign, free, and independent homeland. An ultimate homeland for all its

sons; unitary in terms of land, people, and institutions, within its boundaries; as provided in this
Constitution, and asrecognized internationally.

Lebanon has an Arab identity and belonging. It is a founding active member of the Arab League,
committed to its Charter; as it is a founding active member of the United Nations Organization,
committed to its Charter and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The State embodies
these principlesin all sectors and scopes without exception.

Lebanon is a democratic parliamentary republic based upon the respect of public freedoms,
freedom of opinion and freedom of belief; and of social justice and equality in rights and duties
among all citizens, without distinction or preference.,

The people are the source of powers and of sovereignty, exercising them through constitutional
institutions.

The system is based upon the principle of separation of powers, their balance, and their
cooperation.

The economic system s free, guaranteeing individual initiative and private ownership.

Balanced development of regions, culturally, socially, and economically, is a cornerstone of the
State unity and the system stability.

Eliminating political sectarianism is a basic national objective, to be achieved according to a
transitional plan.

The territory of Lebanon is one for all Lebanese. Every Lebanese has the right to reside on any part
thereof, and enjoy it under the sovereignty of the law. No segregation of the people on any
belonging whatsoever. No segregation, no partition, and noinhabitation.

Thereis no legitimacy to any authority contradicting the charter of co-existence.




e the People of the Republic of Liberia:

Acknowledging our devout gratitude to God for our existence as a Free, Sovereign and
Independent State, and relying on His Divine Guidance for oursurvival as a Nation;

Realizing from many experiences during the course of our national existence which culminated in
the Revolution of April 12, 1980, when our Constitution of July 26, 1847 was suspended, that all of
our people, irrespective of history, tradition, creed, or ethnic background are of one common
body politic;

Exercising our natural, inherent and inalienable rights to establish a framework of government for
the purpose of promoting unity, liberty, peace, stability, equality, justice and human rights under
the rule of law, with opportunities for political, social, moral, spiritual and cultural advancement of
our society, for ourselves and for our posterity; and

Having resolved to live in harmony, to practice fraternal love, tolerance and understanding as a
people and being fully mindful of our obligation to promote African unity and international peace
and cooperation,

Do hereby solemnly make, establish, proclaim, and publish this Constitution for the governance of
the Republic of Liberia.




n The Name of Allah, the Merciful, the Compassionate

Believing in the Revolution of 17th of February, 2011 (14th Rabi’ El-Awal, 1432 Hijri), lead by the
Libyan people in the different regions of the country, and being faithful to the martyrs of this
blessed revolution who sacrificed their lives to obtain freedom, live in dignity in the territory of
their country and recover their rights derided by Kadhafi and his fallen regime;

Based on the legitimacy of this revolution, and in response to the desire of the Libyan people and
their aspirations for achieving democracy and promoting the principles of political pluralism and
statehood based on institutions, and aspiring to a society enjoying stability, tranquility and justice
which develop through science and culture, achieves prosperity and sanitary well-being and
works on educating the future generations in the spirit of Islam and love of the good and of the
country;

Withthe objective of establishing a society of citizenship, justice, equality, progress, development
and prosperity in which there is no place for despotism, repression, tyranny, exploitation and
individual power, the National Transitional Council has decided to promulgate this Constitutional
Declaration as a basis for the exercise of power in the transitional period until the adoption of a
permanent Constitution by general popularreferendum.
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Principality of Liechtenstein

i ‘ e, John Il, by the Grace of God, Prince Regnant of Liechtenstein, Duke of Troppau,

Count of Rietberg, etc. etc. etc. make known that the Constitution of 26 September 18562 has been
modified by Us with the assent of Qur Parliament as follows:




Republic of Lithuania

T HE LITHUANIAN NATION

having created the State of Lithuaniamany centuries ago,

having based its legal foundations on the Lithuanian Statutes and the Constitutions of the Republic
of Lithuania,

having for centuries staunchly defended its freedom and independence,
having preserved its spirit, native language, writing, and customs,

embodying the innate right of the human being and the Nation to live and create freelyinthe land
of their fathers and forefathers—in the independent State of Lithuania,

fostering national concord in the land of Lithuania,

striving for an open, just, and harmonious civil society and State under the rule of law, by the will of
the citizens of the reborn State of Lithuania, adopts and proclaims this




T he sovereign Malagasy People,

Affirmingits beliefin Andriamanitra Andriananahary,

Resolute to promote and to develop its heritage of society living in harmony and respectful of
otherness, of the wealth and of the dynamism of its cultural and spiritual values through the «
fanahy maha-olona »,

Convinced of the necessity of the Malagasy society to recover its originality, its authenticity and its
Malagasy character, and to inscribe itself in the modernity of the millennium while conserving its
traditional fundamental principles and values based on the Malagasy fanahy that includes « ny
fitiavana, ny fihavanana, ny fifanajana, ny fitandroana ny aina », and privileging a framework of life
allowing a « living together » without distinction of region, of origin, of ethnicity, of religion, of
political opinion, or of gender,

Conscious thatitisindispensable toimplement a process of national reconciliation,

Convinced that the Fokonolona, organized in Fokontany, constitutes a framework of life, of
emancipation, of exchange and of participative dialog of the citizen,

Persuaded of the exceptional importance of the wealth of the fauna, of the flora and of the mining
resources of high specificities with which nature has provided Madagascar, and that it is important
to preserve it for the future generations,

Declaring that the non-respect for the Constitution or its revision with a view to reinforce the
power of those governing to the detriment of the interests of the population are the causes of the
cyclical crises,

Considering the geopolitical situation of Madagascar and its voluntarist participation in the dialog
of nations, and makingits own, notably:

The International Charter of the Rights of Man;The Conventions relative to the rights of the child,
to the rights of women, to the protection of the environment, to the social, economical, political,
civil and cultural rights,

Considering that the development of the personality and of the identity of all Malagasies is the
essential factor of the durable and full development of which the conditions are, notably:

the preservation of peace, the practice of solidarity and the duty of preserving the national unity
in the implementation of a policy of balanced and harmonious development; the respect for and
protection of the fundamental freedoms and rights; The establishment of a State of law by virtue




of which those governing and those governed are submitted to the same juridical norms, under
the control of an independent Justice; the elimination of all forms of injustice, of corruption, of
inequality and of discrimination; the rational and equitable administration of the natural
resources for the needs of the development of the human being; the good governance in the
conduct of public affairs, thanks to transparency in the administration and the accountability of
the depositaries of the public power;the separation and the equilibrium of power exercised
through democratic procedures; the implementation of effective decentralization, through the
granting of the largest autonomy to the decentralized collectivities both at the level of the
competences and level of financial means; the preservation of human security.




T HE PEOPLE OF MALAWI|—

recognizing the sanctity of human life and the unity of all mankind; guided by their private
consciences and collective wisdom; seeking to guarantee the welfare and development of all the
people of Malawi, national harmony and peaceful international relations; desirous of creating a
constitutional order in the Republic of Malawi based on the need for an open, democratic and

accountable government:




The sovereign people of Mali, strong from their traditions of heroic struggle, pledge to

remain faithful to the ideals of the victims of repression and the fallen martyrs of the battlefield for
therise of a state of law and pluralist democracy,

affirm their volition to preserve and reinforce the democratic gains of the Revolution of March 26,
1991,

solemnly undertake to defend the republican and secular form of the state, proclaim their
determination to defend the rights of women and children as well as the cultural and linguistic
diversity of the national community,

reaffirm their determination to maintain and consolidate the national unity,

undertake to assure the improvement of the guality of life, the protection of the environment and
the cultural patrimony,

subscribe to the Universal Declaration of the Rights of Man of December 10, 1948and to the
African Charter of the Rights of Man and People of June 27, 1981,

reaffirm their attachment to the realization of African Unity, to the promotion of peace, regional
and international cooperation, to the peaceful resolution of differences between states in
deference tojustice, equality, liberty and the sovereignty of the people.




Islamic Republic of Mauritania

Trusting in the omnipotence of Allah, the Mauritanian people proclaim their will to

guarantee the integrity of its Territory, its Independence, and its National Unity and to assume its
free political, economic and social evolution.

Strong fromits spiritual values and from the radiation of its civilization, it also proclaims, solemnly,
its attachment to Islam and to the principles of democracy as they have been defined by the
Universal Declaration of the Rights of Man of 10 December 1948 and by the African Charter of the
Rights of Man and of Peoples of 28 June 1981 as well as in the other international conventions to
which Mauritania has subscribed.

Considering that the liberty, the equality, and the dignity of Man cannot be assured exceptin a
society which consecrates the primacy of law, concerned by creating durable conditions for a
harmonious social evolution, respectful of the precepts of Islam, sole source of law and open to
the exigencies of the modern world, the Mauritanian people proclaim, in particular, the intangible
guarantee of the following rights and principles:

the right to equality; the fundamental freedoms and rights of the human person;
the right of property; the political freedoms and the trade union [syndicales] freedoms; the
economicand social rights; the rights attached to the family, basic unit of the Islamic society.

United throughout history, by shared moral and spiritual values and aspiring to a commeon future,
the Mauritanian People recognize and proclaim their cultural diversity, base of national unity and
of social cohesion, and its corollary, the right to be different [a la difference]. The Arabic language,
official language of the country and the other national languages, the Poular, the Soninké and the
Wolof, constitute, each in itself, a national common patrimony to all Mauritanians that the State
must, inthe name of all, preserve and promote.

Conscious of the necessity of strengthening the ties with [their] brother peoples, the Mauritanian
people, Muslim people, Arab and African, proclaim that they will work for the realization of the
unity of the Grand Maghreb, of the Arab Nation and of Africa and for the consolidation of peacein
the world.




‘ i E, THE PEQPLE OF MICRONESIA, exercising our inherent sovereignty, do hereby

establish this Constitution of the Federated States of Micronesia.

With this Constitution, we affirm our common wish to live together in peace and harmony, to
preserve the heritage of the past, and to protect the promise ofthe future.

To make one nation of many islands, we respect the diversity of our cultures. Our differences
enrich us. The seas bring us together, they do not separate us. Qur islands sustain us, our island
nation enlarges us and makes us stronger.

Qur ancestors, who made their homes on these islands, displaced no other people. We, who
remain, wish no other home than this. Having known war, we hope for peace. Having been
divided, we wish unity. Having beenruled, we seek freedom.

Micronesia beganinthe days when man explored seasin rafts and canoes. The Micronesian nation
is born in an age when men voyage among stars; our world itself is an island. We extend to all
nations what we seek from each: peace, friendship, cooperation, and love in our common
humanity. With this Constitution we, who have been the wards of other nations, become the
proud guardian of our own islands, now and forever.




i ‘ E, the plenipotentiary representatives of the people of the Republic of Moldova,

members of the Parliament, STARTING from the age-old aspirations of our people to live in a
sovereign country, expressed by the proclamation of independence of the Republic of Moldova,
TAKING DUE ACCOUNT to the continuity of the Moldavian people statehood within the historical
and ethnic framework of its growing as a nation, STRIVING to satisfy the interests of citizens of a
different ethnic origin, which together with the Moldavians, constitute the Republic of Moldova
people, CONSIDERING the rule of law, civic peace, democracy, human dignity, fundamental
human rights and freedoms, the free development of human personality, justice and political

pluralism as supreme values, BEING AWARE of our responsibility and obligations towards the
previous, present and future generations, REASSERTING our devotion to overallhuman valuesand
desire to live in peace and harmony with all world-wide peoples, in compliance with the
unanimously acknowledged principles and norms of the international law, We herewith adopt the
Constitution of the Republic of Moldova, and declare it as the SUPREME LAW OF QUR SOCIETY
ANDSTATE.




i ‘ e, the people of Mongolia:

consolidatingand strengthening the independence and sovereignty of our state,
respecting and upholdingthe human rights and freedom, justice, and unity of curnation,
inheriting and cherishing the traditions of our statehood, history and culture,
considering and respecting the accomplishments of human civilization,

shall aspire to the supreme goal of building and developing a humane, civic and democratic
societyin our motherland.

Thus, do hereby proclaim and declare this Constitution of Mongolia to the entire populace.




Montenegro

temming from: The decision of the citizens of Montenegro to live in an independent and

sovereign state of Montenegro, made in the referendum held on May 21, 2006; The commitment
of the citizens of Montenegro to live in a state in which the basic values are freedom, peace,
tolerance, respect for human rights and liberties, multiculturalism, democracy and the rule of law;
The determination that we, as free and equal citizens, members of peoples and national
minorities who live in Montenegro: Montenegrins, Serbs, Bosniacs, Albanians, Muslims, Croats
and the others, are committed to democratic and civic Montenegro; The conviction that the state
is responsible for the preservation of nature, sound environment, sustainable development,
balanced development of all its regions and the establishment of social justice; The dedication to
cooperation on equal footing with other nations and states and to the European and Euro-Atlantic
integrations, the Constitutional assembly of the Republic of Montenegro, at its third sitting of the
second regular session in 2007, held on 19 October 2007, adopts THE CONSTITUTION OF THE
REPUBLICOF MONTENEGRO




L T—

Kingdom of Morocco

ith fidelity to its irreversible choice to construct a democratic State of Law, the Kingdom

of Morocco resolutely pursues the process of consolidation and of reinforcement of the
institutions of a modern State, having as its bases the principles of participation, of pluralism and
of good governance. It develops a society of solidarity where all enjoy security, liberty, equality of
opportunities, of respect for their dignity and for social justice, within the framework of the
principle of correlation between the rights and the duties of the citizenry.

A sovereign Muslim State, attached to its national unity and to its territorial integrity, the Kingdom
of Morocco intends to preserve, in its plentitude and its diversity, its one and indivisible national
identity. Its unity, is forged by the convergence of its Arab-Islamist, Berber [amazighe] and
Saharan-Hassanic [saharo-hassanie] components, nourished and enriched by its African,
Andalusian, Hebraic and Mediterranean influences [affluents]. The preeminence accorded to the
Muslim religion in the national reference is consistent with [va de pair] the attachment of the
Moroccan people to the values of openness, of moderation, of tolerance and of dialog for mutual
understanding between all the cultures and the civilizations of the world.

Considering the imperative to reinforce the role which belongs to it on the international scene, the
Kingdom of Morocco, active member within the international organizations, is committed to
subscribe to the principles, rights and obligations enounced in their respective charters and
conventions; it affirms its attachment to the Rights of Man such as they are universally recognized,
as well asits will to continue to work to preserve peace and security in the world.

Founded on these values and these immutable principles, and strong in its firm will to reaffirm the
bonds of fraternity, or cooperation, or solidarity and of constructive partnership with all other
States, and to work for common progress, the Kingdom of Morocco, [a] united State, totally
sovereign, belonging the Grand Maghreb, reaffirms that which follows and commits itself;

To work for the construction of the Union of the Maghreb, as [a] strategic option;
To deepen the bonds of togetherness with the Arab and Islamist Ummah [Oumma], and to
reinforce the bonds of fraternity and of solidarity with its brother peoples; To consclidate relations
of cooperaticn and of solidarity with the peoples and the countries of Africa, notably the sub-
Saharan countries and the [countries] of the Sahel; To intensify relations of cooperation, of
rapprochement and of partnership with neighboring Euro-Mediterranean countries;

To enlarge and to diversify its relations of amity and of its rapport with human, economic,
scientific, technical and cultural exchange with the countries of the world;
To reinforce South-South cooperation [cooperation Sud-Sud]: To protect and to promote the




Morocco

mechanisms [dispositifs] of the Rights of Man and of international humanitarian law and to
contribute to their development within their indivisibility and their universality;
To ban and combat all discrimination whenever it encounters it, for reason of sex, or color, of
beliefs, of culture, of social or regional origin, of language, of handicap or whatever personal
circumstance that may be;

To comply with [accorder] the international conventions duly ratified by it, within the framework
of the provisions of the Constitution and of the laws of the Kingdom, within respect for its
immutable national identity, and on the publication of these conventions, [their] primacy over the
internal law of the country, and to harmonize in consequence the pertinent provisions of national
legislation.

This Preamble is made [an] integral part of this Constitution.
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Meeting the age-old desires of our people, the armed struggle for national liberation,

whose purpose was to liberate the land and Man, brought together all the patriotic sectors of
Mozambican societyinthe sameideals of freedom, unity, justice and progress.

When national independence was won on the 25th of June 1975, the Mozambican people were
given back their fundamentalrights and freedoms.

The Constitution of 1990 introduced the democratic rule of law, based on the separation and
interdependence of powers and on pluralism. It laid down the structural parameters for
modernisation, making a decisive contribution to the beginning of a demaocratic climate that led
the country toits first multiparty elections.

This Constitution reaffirms, develops and deepens the fundamental principles of the Mozambican
State, and enshrines the sovereign nature of the democratic rule of law, based on pluralism of
expression and partisan organisation and on respect for and the guarantee of fundamental rights
and liberties of citizens.

The extensive participation of citizens in making this basic law conveys the consensus to
strengthen democracy and national unity, which flows from the collective wisdom of the people.




Republic of the Union of Myanmar

Myanmar is a Nation with magnificent historical traditions. We, the National people, have been
livingin unity and oneness, setting up anindependent sovereign State and standing tall with pride.

Due to colonial intrusion, the Nation lost her sovereign power in 1885. The National people launched
anti-colonialist struggles and National liberation struggles, with unity in strength, sacrificing lives and
hencethe Nation became an independent sovereign State again on 4th January 1948.

In order to gain independence speedily, the Constitution was hastily drafted, and it was adopted by the
Constituent Assembly on 24th September 1947. After attaining independence, Parliamentary
Democracy System was practised in the State in accord with the Constitution of the Union of Myanmar.
However, as democratic system could not be effectively materialized, the new Constitution of the
Socialist Republic of the Union of Myanmar was drafted based on the single party system, and after
holding a National Referendum, a socialist democratic State was set up in 1974. The Constitution came to
an end because of the general situation that occurred in 1988.

Later, due to public aspirations, the State Peace and Development Council made efforts to adopt a multi-
party democratic system and market economy in accord with the National situation.

As an enduring Constitution, that guarantees long-term benefits, has become essential for the future
nation, the State Peace and Development Council convened the National Convention in 1993,

Persons who are well experienced in various aspects of politics, security, administration, economics,
social and law as well as National races representatives of all townships in the Nation took part in the
National Convention.

Despite many difficulties and disturbances encountered at the National Convention, it was unwaveringly
reconvened in 2004 in accord with the seven-step Roadmap adopted in 2003. As the National
Convention was able to adopt the Basic Principles and Detailed Basic Principles for formulating a
Constitution, it successfully concluded on 3rd September 2007.

We, the National people, drafted this Constitution of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar in accord
with the Basic Principles and Detailed Basic Principles laid down by the National Convention.

We, the National people, firmly resolve that we shall:

® steadfastly adhere to the objectives of non-disintegration of the Union, non-disintegration of
National solidarity, and perpetuation of sovereignty; stalwartly strive for further burgeoning the eternal
principles namely justice, liberty, equality and perpetuation of peace and prosperity of the National
people; uphold racial equality, living eternally in unity fostering the firm Union Spirit of true patriotism;
constantly endeavour to uphold the principles of peaceful co-existence among nations with a view to
having world peace and friendly relations among nations.

DO HEREBY ADQPT this Constitution of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar through a nation-wide




hereas recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all

members of the human family is indispensable for freedom, justice and peace;

Whereas the said rights include the right of the individual to life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness, regardless of race, colour, ethnic origin, sex, religion, creed or social or economic
status;

Whereas the said rights are most effectively maintained and protected in a democratic society,
where the government is responsible to freely elected representatives of the people, operating
undera sovereign constitution and a free and independent judiciary;

Whereasthese rights have for so long been denied to the people of Namibia by colonialism, racism
and apartheid;

Whereas we the people of Namibia--

have finally emerged victorious in our struggle against colonialism, racism and apartheid;
are determined to adopt a Constitution which expresses for ourselves and our children our resolve
to cherish and to protect the gains of our long struggle; desire to promote amongst all of us the
dignity of the individual and the unity and integrity of the Namibian nation among and in
association with the nations of the world; will strive to achieve national reconciliation and to foster
peace, unity and a common loyalty to a single state; committed to these principles, have resolved
to constitute the Republic of Namibia as a sovereign, secular, democratic and unitary State
securing to all our citizens justice, liberty, equality and fraternity,

Now therefore, we the people of Namibia accept and adopt this Constitution as the fundamental
law of our Sovereign and Independent Republic.




‘ i HEREAS provision is being made in a separate Proclamation (in this Constitution

referred to as “the Succession and Regency Proclamation, 1959”) for certain matters affecting His
Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan, the Succession to the Sultanate and His Majesty the
Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan's family;

WHEREAS WE intend to govern in accordance with the provisions of this Constitution and the laws
of Brunei Darussalam and, by progressive steps hereafter, to introduce further representative
institutions into the government of Brunei Darussalam;

AND WHEREAS WE have, with the advice and consent of QUR traditional advisers, decided to
make such provisions for the regulation of the government of Brunei Darussalam as is hereinafter
contained:

NOW, THEREFORE, WE by the rights and powers of OUR Prerogatives as Sultan and Yang Di-
Pertuan of the Sovereign State and Territory of Brunei Darussalam and all its Dependencies, do
HEREBY PROCLAIM in QUR name and on OUR behalf and for and on behalf of OUR SUCCESSORS as
hereinafter follows:




‘ i E, THESOVEREIGN PEQPLE OF NEPAL; INTERNALIZING the people's sovereign right and

right to autonomy and self-rule, while maintaining freedom, sovereignty, territorial integrity,
national unity, independence and dignity of Nepal; RECALLING the glorious history of historic
people’s movements, armed struggle, dedication and sacrifice of Nepali people carried out, from
time to time, for the sake of interests of the nation, democracy and progressive changes, and
respecting for the martyrs, disappeared persons and victimized citizens; ELIMINATING all forms of
discrimination and oppression resulted from the feudalistic, autocratic, centralized, unitary
system of governance of the State; PROTECTING and promoting unity in diversity, social and
cultural solidarity, tolerance and harmony, by recognizing the multi-ethnic, multi-lingual, multi-
religious, multi-cultural and geographically diverse characteristics; and resolving to build an
egalitarian society based on the proportional inclusive and participatory principles in order to
ensure economic equality, prosperity and social justice by eliminating discrimination based on
class, caste, region, language, religion and gender and all forms of caste-based untouchability;

BEING COMMITTED to socialism based on democratic norms and values including the people's
competitive multiparty democratic system of governance, civil liberties, fundamental rights,
human rights, adult franchise, periodic elections, full freedom of the press, and independent,
impartial and competent judiciary and concept of the rule of law in order to build a prosperous
nation; DESIRING to fulfil aspirations for sustainable peace, good governance, development and
prosperity through the federal democratic republican system of governance; DO HEREBY ADOPT
ANDPROMULGATE THISCONSTITUTION THROUGH THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY




Republic of Nicaragua

i ‘ E, Representatives of the People of Nicaragua, united in the Constituent National Assembly,

INVOKING The struggles of ourindigenous ancestors;

The spirit of Central American unity and the combative tradition of our people who, inspired by the
example of General JOSE DOLORES ESTRADA, ANDRES CASTRO and EMMANUEL MONGALQ, destroyed
the dominion of the foreign adventurers and defeated the North-American intervention in the National
War;

The protagonist of the culturalindependence of the Nation, the Universal Poet RUBEN DARIO;
The anti-interventionist actions of BENJAMIN ZELEDON:

The General of Free People, AUGUSTO C. SANDINQO, Father of the Popular and Anti- imperialist
Revolution:

The heroicaction of RIGOBERTO LOPEZ PEREZ, initiator of the beginning of the end of the dictatorship;

The example of CARLOS FONSECA, the greatest perpetuator of Sandino's legacy, founder of the
Sandinista National Liberation Front and Leader ofthe Revolution:

The martyr of publicliberties, Doctor PEDROJOAQUIN CHAMORRO CARDENAL;
The Cardinal of Peace and Reconciliation, Cardinal MIGUELOBAND Y BRAVO:

The generations of Heroes and Martyrs who forged and carried forward the liberation struggle for
national independence.

IN THE NAME OF The Nicaraguan people, all democratic, patriotic and revolutionary parties and
organizations of Nicaragua, its men and women, its workers and peasants, its glorious youth, its heroic
mothers, those Christians who inspired by their belief in God have joined and committed themselves to
the struggle for the liberation of the oppressed, its patriotic intellectuals, and all those who through their
productive work contribute to the defense ofthe Homeland;

Those who offer their lives in fighting against imperialist aggression to guarantee happiness for new
generations.

FOR

The institutionalization of the achievements of the Revolution and the establishment of a new society
that eliminates all forms of exploitation and achieves economic, political and social equality among
Nicaraguans and absolute respect for humanrights.

FORTHE HOMELAND, FORTHE REVOLUTION, FORTHE UNITY OF THE NATION AND FOR PEACE.
WE PROMULGATE THE FOLLOWING POLITICALCONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF NICARAGUA




Republic of the Niger

e, The Sovereign Nigerien People

Resolved to consolidate the gains of the Republic and of the national independence proclaimed
respectively on the 18th of December of 1958 and the 3rd of August of 1960 as well as those of the
Sovereign National Conference that reunited from the 29th of July to the 3 d of November of 1991
the totality of the living forces of the Nation; Resolved to build a State of Law guaranteeing, on the
one hand, the exercise of collective and individual rights, freedom, justice, dignity, equality, safety,
and well-being as fundamental values of our society and, on the other hand, democratic
alternation and good governance; Resolved to build a united Nation, dignified, peaceful,
industrious and prosperous; Profoundly attached to the values of civilization that founded our
personality; Concerned to safeguard our cultural identity;

Proclaim our attachment to the principles of pluralist democracy and of human rights as defined
by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948, the International Pact Relative to Civil and
Political rights of 1966, the International Pact Relative to the Economical, Social and Cultural Rights
of 1966, and by the African Charter ofthe Rights of Man and of Peoples of 1981;

Proclaim our attachment to the regional and international juridical instruments of protection and
of promotion of human rights as signed and ratified by Niger;

Reaffirm our attachment to African Unity and our engagement to make every effort to realize
regional and sub-regional integration;

Express our willingness to cooperate in amity, equality and mutual respect with all peoples [who]
love [épris de] peace, justice and freedom;

Reaffirm our absolute opposition to any political regime founded on dictatorship, arbitrariness,
impunity, injustice, corruption, racketeering, regionalism, ethnocentrism, nepotism, personal
power and the cult of personality;




‘ i e the people of the Federal Republic of Nigeria

Having firmly and solemnlyresolved:

TO LIVE in unity and harmony as one indivisible and indissoluble sovereign nation under God,
dedicated to the promotion of inter-African solidarity, world peace, international co-operation
and understanding

AND TO PROVIDE for a Constitution for the purpose of promoting the good government and
welfare of all persons in our country, on the principles of freedom, equality and justice, and for the
purpose of consolidating the unity of our people
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Islamic Republic of Pakistan

hereas sovereignty over the entire Universe belongs to Almighty Allah alone, and the authority

to be exercised by the people of Pakistan within the limits prescribed by Him is asacred trust;
Andwhereasit is the will of the people of Pakistan to establish an order;
Wherein the State shall exercise its powers and authority through the chosen representatives of the people;

Wherein the principles of democracy, freedom, equality, tolerance and social justice, as enunciated by
Islam, shall be fully observed,

Wherein the Muslims shall be enabled to order their lives in the individual and collective spheres in
accordance with the teachings and requirements of Islam as set out inthe Holy Quran and Sunnah;

Wherein adequate provision shall be made for the minorities freely to profess and practise their religions
and develop their cultures;

Wherein the territories now included in or in accession with Pakistan and such other territories as may
hereafter be includedin or accede to Pakistan shall form a Federation wherein the units will be autonomous
with such boundaries and limitations on their powers and authority as may be prescribed;

Wherein shall be guaranteed fundamental rights, including equality of status, of opportunity and before
law, social, economic and political justice, and freedom of thought, expression, belief, faith, worship and
association, subjectto law and public morality;

Wherein adequate provision shall be made to safeguard the legitimate interests of minorities and backward
and depressed classes;

Wherein the independence of the judiciary shall be fully secured;

Wherein the integrity of the territories of the Federation, its independence and all its rights, including its
sovereignrights onland, sea and air, shall be safeguarded;

Sothat the people of Pakistan may prosper and attain their rightful and honoured place amongst the nations
of the World and make their full contribution towards international peace and progress and happiness of
humanity;

Now, therefore, we, the people of Pakistan;
Conscious of our responsibility before Almighty Allah and men;
Cognisant of the sacrifices made by the peopleinthe cause of Pakistan;

Faithful to the declaration made by the Founder of Pakistan, Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah, that
Pakistan would be a democratic State based on Islamic principles of social justice;

Dedicated to the preservation of democracy achieved by the unremitting struggle of the people against
oppression and tyranny;

Inspired by the resolve to protect our national and political unity and solidarity by creating an egalitarian
society through a new order;

Do hereby, through our representatives in the National Assembly, adopt, enact and give to ourselves, this
Constitution.

CL



Republic of Palau

In exercising our inherent sovereignty, We, the people of Palau proclaim and reaffirm our

immemorial right to be supreme in these islands of Palau, our homeland. We renew our
dedication to preserve and enhance our traditional heritage, our national identity and our respect
for peace, freedom and justice for all mankind. In establishing this Constitution of the sovereign
Republic of Palau, We venture into the future with full reliance on our own efforts and the divine
guidance of Almighty God.




*
*

Republic of Panama

‘ i ith the ultimate purpose to strengthen the Nation; to guarantee the freedom, ensure

democracy and institutional stability, exalt human dignity, promote social justice, general welfare,
regional integration and invoking the protection of God, we decree the Political Constitution of the
Republic of Panama.




Independent State of Papua New Guinea

E,THE PEQOPLE OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA-

united in one nation

pay homage tothe memory of our ancestors the source of ourstrength and origin of our combined
heritage

acknowledge the worthy customs and traditional wisdoms of our people which have come down
to us from generation to generation

pledge ourselves to guard and pass on to those who come after us our noble traditions and the
Christian principles that are ours now.

By authority of ourinherent right as ancient, free and independent peoples

WE, THE PEOPLE, do now establish this sovereign nation and declare ourselves, under the guiding
hand of God, to bethe Independent State of Papua New Guinea.

AND WE ASSERT, by virtue of that authority
that all power belongs to the people acting through their duly elected representatives

that respect for the dignity of the individual and community interdependence are basic principles
of our society

that we guard with ourlives our national identity, integrity and self respect

that we reject violence and seek consensus as a means of solving our common problems

that our national wealth, won by honest, hard work be equitably shared by all.
WEDONOWTHEREFORE DECLARE

that we, having resolved to enact a Constitution for the Independent State of Papua New Guinea
AND ACTING through our Constituent Assembly on 15 August 1975,

HEREBY ESTABLISH, ADOPT and GIVE TO QURSELVES this Constitution to come into effect on
Independence Day, that is 16 September 1975

IN SO DOING WE, THE PEQPLE OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA, SET BEFORE OURSELVES THESE NATIONAL
GOALSAND DIRECTIVE PRINCIPLES THAT UNDERLIE QUR CONSTITUTION:




Republic of Paraguay

The Paraguayan People, through their legitimate representatives meeting in Constituent

National Convention, invoking God, recognizing human dignity in order to assure liberty, equality
and justice; reaffirming the principles of republican, representative, participative and pluralistic
democracy, ratifying the national sovereignty and independence, and integrating the
international community, sanctions and promulgates this Constitution.




T e

T he Democratic Constituent Congress invoking Almighty God, obeying the mandate of the

Peruvian people, and remembering the sacrifice of all the preceding generations of our land, has
resolved to enact the following Constitution:




e, the sovereign Filipino people, imploring the aid of Almighty God, in order to build a

just and humane society and establish a Government that shall embody our ideals and aspirations,
promote the common good, conserve and develop our patrimony, and secure to ourselves and
our posterity the blessings of independence and democracy under the rule of law and a regime of
truth, justice, freedom, love, equality, and peace, do ordain and promulgate this Constitution.
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Republic of Poland

Having regard for the existence and future of our Homeland, Which recovered, in 1989, the

possibility of a sovereign and democratic determination of its fate, We, the Polish Nation -all
citizens of the Republic, Both those who believe in God as the source of truth, justice, good and
beauty, As well as those not sharing such faith but respecting those universal values as arising from
other sources, Equalin rights and obligations towards the common good -Poland, Beholdento our
ancestors for their labours, their struggle for independence achieved at great sacrifice, for our
culture rooted in the Christian heritage of the Nation and in universal human values, Recalling the
best traditions of the First and the Second Republic, Obliged to bequeath to future generations all
that is valuable from our over one thousand years' heritage, Bound in community with our
compatriots dispersed throughout the world, Aware of the need for cooperation with all countries
for the good of the Human Family, Mindful of the bitter experiences of the times when
fundamental freedoms and human rights were violated in our Homeland, Desiring to guarantee
the rights of the citizens for all time, and to ensure diligence and efficiency in the work of public
bodies, Recognizing our responsibility before God or our own consciences, Hereby establish this
Constitution of the Republic of Poland as the basic law for the State, based on respect for freedom
and justice, cooperation between the public powers, social dialogue as well as on the principle of
subsidiarity in the strengthening the powers of citizens and their communities. We call upon all
those who will apply this Constitution for the good of the Third Republic to do so paying respect to
the inherent dignity of the person, his or her right to freedom, the obligation of solidarity with
others, and respect forthese principles as the unshakeable foundation of the Republic of Poland.




n the 25th of April 1974 the Armed Forces Movement crowned the long years of

resistance and reflected the deepest feelings of the Portuguese people by overthrowing the
fascist regime. Freeing Portugal from dictatorship, oppression and colonialism was a revolutionary
change and the beginning of an historic turning point for Portuguese society. The Revolution
restored their fundamental rights and freedoms to the people of Portugal. In the exercise of those
rights and freedoms, the people's legitimate representatives have come together to draw up a
Constitution that matches the country's aspiratio